
2023

Excellence, Respect, Integrity, Collegiality

Senior Schooling 
Pathway Options



2

Dear Parents / Carers and Students

We would like to welcome our Year 10s in continuing their journey into the Senior Phase of Learning at Noosa 
District State High.

This is an important time in a student’s lives where they are on the cusp of leaving the more structured compulsory 
phase of learning and considering the hopes and dreams of their futures.

Students returning to Year 11 and 12 are looking at options to guide them in a pathway towards a goal they have 
set for themselves.  Serious consideration is needed to consolidate thoughts and dreams into action and a serious 
course of study.

Our school motto of ‘Industry Conquers All’ is the basis of our senior school protocols determining that students exit 
with credentials.  They are enrolled into courses which aim for the appropriate individual certification:

• a Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement

• a Queensland Certificate of Education

• an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)

• a Certificate II or better

Already students have been considering their senior options through the Futures, Certificate II in Skills for Work 
and  Vocational Pathways Programs and the visit to the Careers Expo.  Over the next few weeks, students will be 
working to plan their courses of study and prepare for the Senior Education and Training (SET) Plan confirmation 
interview.  All parents are invited to this interview in Week 2 of Term 4 which is an official agreement to enter their 
participation phase of learning in Senior Secondary.  The SET Plan interview is preceded by Subject Expo in Week 2 
of Term 3.

Our wide range of subject offerings designed to meet the needs of all our students embodies our school vision of 
‘Excellence Through Diversity’. The Senior Phase of Learning Subject Selection Options digital handbook provides 
information to assist families with these decisions.  It includes information on our partnership with the Queensland 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority as well as the guidelines surrounding the certification of student results.  It 
also provides a succinct description of each of the subjects offered by the school.

We wish every child success as they travel through their senior years.  Our hope is for families to become involved in 
the learning and extracurricular opportunities offered to our seniors.  There are many staff members whose role it is 
to help students in learning, in extending their options and in overcoming any difficulties.

Senior school is a wonderful experience but a challenging one.  The core business is to achieve academically so that 
all students leave with successful outcomes and the best chances to do well in their future working lives.  It is also a 
time of possibilities and experiences to become even more a part of the life of the school and enjoy the friendships, 
the extracurricular opportunities and the leadership and citizenship offerings.  These learnings help develop well 
rounded and involved members of our future community.

We look forward to working with all our Year 10 families throughout SET Planning and the next two years of the 
senior phase of learning.  We wish you all well in the next part of your educational journey!

Patty Riley    Stacey Daveson   Stacy Wilmore

Head of Department   Deputy Principal  Principal

Senior School                                 Senior School  

Welcome to NDSHS
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The purpose of the Senior Phase of Education at Noosa District State High School is to gain a Queensland Certificate 
& Individual Achievement (QCIA) or Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) nd can include an ATAR or Certificate 
II or better.

Students need to select six subjects from a set of blocks indicating their choices for Years 11, 12, competedCertificate 
II in Skills for Work and Vocational Programs and will move to tutorial line.

To make a good decision for choosing subjects, the first decision is whether a student’s final aim is a pathway to 
further tertiary study or a vocational pathway. This, together with an analysis of subjects students achieve well at 
and enjoy, leads to the selection of appropriate subjects.

Students need to choose 6 subjects from our selection of subjects. To be ATAR eligible, students must complete 
a minimum of 5 General Subjects or 4 General Subjects plus an Applied Subject/Certificate III.(An English subject 
must be passed.)

General Subjects towards Tertiary Entrance

These subjects, approved by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA), are recorded on the 
Senior Statement and are academically demanding. They contribute to an ATAR.
• Designed for tertiary studies

• Minimum standards are required from Year 10 subjects

• All subjects are recorded on the Senior Statement

• External exams for these subjects occur in Term 4 of Year 12

• These subjects are academically challenging

Vocational Pathway

Students select from the Applied Subjectsand VET subjects.

These subjects are developed and offered by each individual school. They have QCAA approved Study Plans 
and often have a large  vocational education component. They are recorded on the Senior Statement. 1 Applied 
Subject may contribute to an ATAR along with 4 General Subjects.

Standalone VET Certificate Subjects – These are subjects that are accredited for the delivery of Australia-wide 
vocational recognition. Competencies and Certificate achievement are recorded on the Senior Statement. 1 
Certificat e III may contribute towards an ATAR along with 4 General  Subjects.

Other Contributions to QCE

There are also opportunities for studies that are done with other organizations to be recorded on the Senior 
Statement.

Recorded Subjects – They may be studied outside the school curriculum but may be recorded as a contribution 
to the QCE (eg AMEB or Trinity College of Music). The results are sent directly by that Registered Training 
Organisation to the QCAA. They are recorded on your Senior Statement.

School Based Traineeships are recorded by the Registered Training Organization.

Any other Certificate or Course studied through another organization can be recorded directly with QCAA (eg 
TAFE or Royal Lifesaving) by that Registered Training Organisation

QCIA

Subjects designed to provide life skills and learning.

Senior Schooling at NDSHS



4

QCIA
The Noosa District State High School Support Services program enables students to demonstrate their individual 
achievements and gain a Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement. This is programed and monitored by 
staff of the Support Services unit.

QCE
Other senior students at Noosa District State High School are enrolled to be eligible for a Queensland Certificate 
of Education.  Following every reporting cycle there is a monitoring process to encourage students to maintain 
academic achievement or alter their course to remain on track to gain a QCE.

Requirements of QCE
Credits are banked into a Student Learning Account held by the QCAA. Successful achievement of all subjects and 
certificates offered are banked.  All General and Applied subjects accrue 4 credits. Certificate IIs accrue 4 credits. 
Other credit contributions are determined by specific course and are listed in the Subject Selection pages. Recorded 
subjects are advised by RTOs.

To gain a QCE, students need to have met

an amount of learning = 20 credits

met a literacy requirement (at least a pass in a semester of an English subject) or completion of 
Certificate II in Skills for Work & Vocational Pathways

met a numeracy requirement (at least a pass in a semester of a Maths subject) or completion of 
Certificate II in Skills for Work & Vocational Pathways

a set standard

• Sound Achievement in subjects or completion of a Certificate II or better

a set pattern of learning to include 12 credits of Completed Core

• a combination of 3 subjects for 4 semesters at a C or better

• or a combination of Certificate IIs and IIIs successfully completed

• or a combination of successful subjects and certificates.

8 additional credits from 

• semester units of a subject at a sound level

• completion or partial completion of Certificate II or better

• up to 2 Certificate I

• recorded subjects
Academic  Good  Standing
As the core business of Noosa District State High School is education, when students enrol in senior subjects they 
commit themselves to active participation in their course of study. This focus on learning is essential for students to 
achieve their best.  Students need to be attending, participating and not disrupting the learning of others. 

Maintaining Good Standing requires

• Satisfactory attendance and punctuality.

• Genuine participation in the subjects chosen. This includes acceptable behaviour, application to work and 
submission of assessment.

• Completing all set homework.

• Completing work for classes missed due to absence for any reason.

• Acting in compliance with the behaviour & uniform requirements of senior students.

Loss of good standing can lead to withdrawal from subjects and ultimately, to a review of enrolment with 
recommendations for alternative education/training programs.

Senior Certification
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In 2006, the Queensland Government introduced new laws which require young people to be earning or learning. After Year 10, 
you are now able to consider a much wider range of learning options. To make the most of these options, you will need a Senior 
Education and Training Plan (SET Plan). A SET Plan helps you work toward your goals in your senior years of schooling, and then on 
to further study and the world of work.

Noosa District State High School (along with all other senior secondary schools) is in partnership with the QCAA. The 
QCAA provides syllabuses, accredits school programs, moderates senior work across the state and finally provides 
the certification of senior results at the end of Year 12. The QCAA is responsible for:

THE STUDENT EDUCATION PROFILE
At the end of Year 12, you will receive a Student Education Profile (SEP), which consists of:

• Senior Statement of results

• Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE), if eligible

• Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (if eligible)

QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (QCE)

The QCE is a school-based qualification awarded to young people who have achieved “set standards” in a 
“significant amount of learning” and who have met literacy and numeracy requirements.

QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENT (QCIA)

The Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA) recognizes the achievements of students who are on 
highly individualized learning programs. To be eligible, students must have impairments or difficulties in learning 
that are not primarily due to socio-economic, cultural or linguistic factors.

SENIOR STATEMENT
Senior Statement records what, when and where learning was undertaken the result and credit value achieved your 
result in the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test, if eligible.

TERTIARY ENTRANCE from QTAC
The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) will offer tertiary places to students. Criteria for offers are 
according to tertiary instituations but also inlcude:

• An ATAR

• A direct entry with a VET Qualification

• Auditions 

• Additional Interviews/  Tests

For more detailed information please the QTAC website www.qtac.edu.au 

ATAR
An ATAR is calculated from a students 5 best General Subjects or best results in a combination of 4 General Subjects 
plus an Applied Subject or Certificate III or higher VET qualification. A staisfactory completion of a QCAA English 
Subject is also required. The ATAR score begins at 99.95 and concludes at less than 30.

The Queensland Curriculum
 and Assessment Authority (QCAA)
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Remember that you will be attending the post compulsory phase of school because you want to. Compulsory 
schooling finishes at age 16. Post compulsory learning phase continues until 17 years of age. This means that you 
need to be in a learning program until you turn 17.

It is important to choose senior subjects carefully as your decisions may affect not only your feelings about school 
and your level of achievement but also the types of careers you can follow. Even though there are many factors to 
consider, choosing your course of study can be made easier if you go about the task calmly and logically.

At Noosa District SHS all students have a rich array of career guidance planned opportunities throughout the year 
that are part of the whole school embedded career education unique to Noosa District SHS.

All year 10s are given a book from Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) called the ‘QTAC Tertiary 
Prerequisites 2017. Students and parents need to complete the ‘7 Step Guide to Choosing Senior Subjects’ booklet 
prior to SET Plan interview.

The QTAC book is an essential guide for choosing senior subjects which explains areas of study and careers and 
course requirements for courses running after students complete Year 12 in 2022.

We ask you to keep this Subject Selection book and the QTAC Tertiary Prerequisites 2022 book for the next 2 years 
for reference. It is a resource that we ask you to refer to as we work in partnership to support students with the 
successful transition into the senior school pathways.

Step 1: Consider your interests

Step 2: Learn about senior study outcomes Step 3: Understand tertiary entry requirements

Step 4: Review application and selection requirements

Step 5: Explore areas of study and courses of interest to you Step 6: Identify what else you need to know

Step 7: Choose senior subjects on your activity sheet

Complete Year 10 and consider my options and goals

Leave school for employment • Minimum 25 hours/week job 
only

• Apprenticeship

• Traineeship

A Year 10 report card demonstrating 
good, behaviour, effort and 
attendance

Leave school for further training • TAFE

• Group training company – 
Private provider

• Connect to employment (United 
Synergies)

A year 10 report card demonstrating 
satisfactory academic achievement

Stay at school Vocationally bound • Authority Registered subjects

• VET subjects

• Consider a school based 
traineeship

• You can consider an Authority 
subject in special area of interest

Aim for ACE and VET Certificate II or 
QCIA through Support Services

Stay at school Tertiary bound • 4, 5 or 6 General Subjects

• You can consider a VET or 
Authority Registered subject in 
an area of interest

• Check University Course 
Prerequisites in Senior

Aim for a QCE and an ATAR 
designed to match the course you 
wish to study

From the Guidance Officer
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GUIDELINES FOR SUBJECT SELECTION
• Ask yourself the question – “What do I want to graduate with?”

• Q.C.E. - Queensland Certificate of Education - Choose subjects that you will pass each semester.
• ATAR – To prepare for University and TAFE Diplomas. Check pre-requisites – Choose 4, 5 or 6 General 

subjects.
• VET – “Do I have subjects that will give me at least one school based Certificate?” (school based or TAFE)

• Read each subject description fully and look at the related careers.  Talk to Heads of Department and teachers 
of each subject. If possible, look at the textbook or class notes of a student currently doing the subject. From this 
information, you will have a good picture of what it would be like to study the subject.

• Make a decision on a combination of subjects that suits you.

• Make your own decisions - avoid choosing subjects because your friends are doing them or because 
someone else thinks you should.

• Choose for success - avoid choosing subjects because you have been told they will get you a high ATAR 
score. You will achieve your best results in subjects you enjoy studying.

• Choose for ability - avoid choosing subjects that are very difficult if you are not prepared to work hard at 
succeeding. Year 11 and 12 subjects require more effort and study than Year 10.

• Include Tertiary prerequisites for University or TAFE courses for which you may apply (see QTAC Tertiary 
Prerequisite book 2017)

• Choose subjects at which you do best and enjoy most as this will give you the best chance of success and 
careers that will develop from that choice.

• Develop a picture of what each subject and you final course would be like

The advice we offer you for Senior School is

........ Think about why you want to continue your education. Set some goals. Discuss with your parents, teachers, 
friends and the Guidance Officer the ways you may achieve those goals.

........ Understand that Senior School is different - there is no carry over of your Junior results. Assessment is on Year 11 
and 12 work only.

You will need to study at least 2 hours per night each week (with some time out for relaxation on the weekend) to 
keep up with Senior School requirements.

........ You will need to

• organise your time efficiently!

• develop good study habits!

• maintain good communication links with your teachers. If you don’t understand something - ask questions!

• be self-directed - don’t rely on teachers doing the work for you. You will be doing a lot of independent research 
work!

We also recommend and use the following online resources

• The National Career Information system called myfuture

• QCAA website on Senior School

• The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) Guide is useful for information on university courses and full-
time diploma level TAFE courses.

• Study Assist (Aust Govt)
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Students must meet the Year 10 Minimum Standards to choose a General Subject.

Students choose 6 subjects, one from each block.

ATAR eligibility requires the completion of a minimum of 5 General Subjects or 4 General Subjects plus an Applied 
Subject or a Certificate III. We recommend 6 General subjects for a high ATAR.

General , Applied Subjects and Certificate IIs earn 4 credits towards a QCE.

Please note that a Sound or better in Mathematics C and/or LOTE (French and Japanese) provides eligibility for a 
bonus rank, for most Queensland universities. 

The best advice is to choose subjects in which you have shown success and which you enjoy and which will help in a 
career pathway.

A reminder that some subjects have a significant additional cost factor and student financial agreements must be 
update to secure a place in these courses (Marine Science, Marine & Aquatic Practices, Certificate III in Fitness).

English and Mathematics: A successful completion of a semester of Maths and English is required for a QCE. This 
qualifcation is also met by a Certificate II in Vocational Skills and Pathways.  Successful completion of Units 3 and 4 
of an English subjects is required for ATAR eligibility.

Negotiations with TAFE to link into Certificate III courses are by application with the HOD Senior School.

VET Certificates must be fully completed to gain core credit for a QCE.

School Based Traineeships are organized with our Industry Liaison Officer and are studied in addition to the 
conventional 6 subject choice at Year 11.  Certificate III and School Based Apprenticeships are negotiated with the 
Senior School Deputy Principal.

SET PLANNING
A Senior Education and Training Plan is an Education Queensland and Queensland Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority initiative to help guide students through the Senior Phase into career and vocational options. 

The SET Plan is a document where student, parents and a Skills for Work and Vocational Pathways Teacher look at 
interests, career plans and results to work towards a future learning path.  Homegroup & Vocational Skills teachers 
will work with students to help formulate this plan and the speech students deliver to confirm their subject.  During 
this planning and final interview, we hope to settle any changes in subjects to suit individual needs. This will occur in 
week 2 of Term 4. Continued enrolment in Year 11 is dependent upon completion of the SET planning process.

Our Guidance Officers are always available to see students and parents to provide detail and information on options, 
work choices, university courses.

Any change to a course or subject through Years 11 and 12 will require a SET Plan amendment.

SUBJECT SELECTION PROTOCOLS AT NDSHS
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Year 11 and 12 is a 2 year course of study (ie. the same subjects are studied continuously for 2 years). Therefore it is 
extremely important to make a well informed decision.
Noosa District SHS hopes to enrol you in a Senior Phase course which will assist you to reach your goals and to 
provide an environment which will nurture your personal, learning and social development.
Appropriate selection of your senior subjects will be a crucial factor in achieving your educational goals over the next 
two years. The information you collect will provide a basis for this choice.
During Year 11 and 12 you will study 6 subjects from the list below – One of which must be either English or Essential 
English. 
Students who are wishing to be Tertiary bound (ATAR eligible) must choose at least 4 General and either another 
General subject or at least one Certificate III or Applied Subjectsubjects. Students choosing a vocational pathway are 
advised to select a Certificate II. We advise students aiming for a high ATAR to choose 6 General subjects.

Subject General Subjects Applied Subjects VET

ENGLISH English
Literature

English and Literature 
Extension (Year 12 only)

Essential English

Maths & Aviation Aerospace Systems
General Mathematics
Appled Mathematics

Mathematical Methods
Specialist Mathematics

 Essential Mathematics

GLOBAL STUDIES Ancient History
Business

Economics
Modern History

Tourism Studies
Social and Community Studies

Cert III in Business

LOTE Japanese

SCIENCE Physics
Chemistry

Biology
Marine Science

Agricultural Science

Science in Practice
Aquatic Practices

Certificate III in Agriculture

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES Information and 
Communication Technology

Certificate III in Information 
Technology

HEALTH & WELLBEING Health Sports & Recreation Certificate III in Fitness
Certificate II in Outdoor 

Recreation

ART DESIGN

& TECHNOLOGY

Visual Art
Design

Visual Art in Practice
Fashion

 Engineering Skills
Furnishing Skills

Cert II in Manufacturing 
Technology

Cert II in Hospitality

PERFORMING ARTS Drama
Music

Film, Television & New Media

Dance in Practice
Drama in Practice

Cert II in Creative Industries

SUPPORT SERVICE 
PATHWAY

Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement
Personal Development Course

Certificate II in Active Volunteering
Certificate II in Retail Services

Year 11 2022 – Subject List
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Year 11 & 12 Minimum Standards Year 10 Subject and Level of Achievement

General Subjects

Aerospace Systems C+ in Core Mathematics, English, Science

Agricultural Science C+ in English, Science and Mathematics

Ancient History C in History or English

Biology C+ in Science, English and Mathematics

Business C in English or Economics & Business

Chemistry C+ in Science, English and C in Mathematics Extension

Design C+ in English or History

Drama C in English

Economics C in English or History or Economics/Business

English C+ in English

English and Literature Extension (Year 12 only) C+ in Unit 1 & 2 English/Literature

Film , Television and New Media C in English

Health C in English or History

Japanese C in Japanese

Literature B in English Extension or English

Marine Science C+ in Science and English, Maths (Fee attached)

Mathematics - General Mathematics C in Core Mathematics

Mathematics  - Mathematical Methods C in Mathematics Extension

Mathematics - Specialist Mathematics B in Mathematics Extension plus enrolled in Mathematical Methods

Modern History C in History or English

Music C in English or Music or Instrumental Music

Physics C+ in Science, English and  in Mathematics Extension

Visual Art C in English, History or Visual Art (Visual Art preferred)

Applied Subjects

Aquatic Practices Prepared to participate safely in practicals ( Fee attached)

Dance in Practice

Drama in Practice

Engineering Skills Prepared to participate safely in practical work

Essential English

Essential Mathematics

Fashion

Furnishing Skills Prepared to participate safely in practical work

Information & Communication Technology Must have a functional laptop

Social and Community Studies

Sports and Recreation Able to be actively involved in physical activities, games, exercise sessions. 

Science in Practice

Tourism

Visual Arts in Practice

Vocational Education Certificate Courses

Certificate II in Active Volunteering

Certificate III in Agriculture

Certificate III in Business Must have a functional laptop

Certificate II in Creative Industries / Prepared to participate in events outside of the school

Certificate II in Hospitality Able to complete structured work placement

Certificate III in Information Technology Must have a functional laptop

Certificate II in Manufacturing Technology Prepared to participate safely in practical work

Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation

Certificate in Retail Services

Correct at time of publications 6 February 2023but subject to change

Minimum Standards
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School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships
A School-based apprenticeship or traineeship (SAT) allows senior students to work for a business as paid employees 
and undertake nationally recognised training to gain a qualification.  There are more than 600 qualifications that 
you can do through a SAT.  With a school-based apprenticeship or traineeship you will: 

• Obtain a pathway from school to work

• Gain the edge you need to get started in your career

• Obtain real world skills and knowledge

• Combine practical paid work with training

• Earn an income while you learn

• Build your confidence and communication skills

• Take a stepping stone to higher education

• End up with a nationally recognised qualification

• Achieve credits towards your Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE)

To start a SAT, students must work with the school’s Industry Liaison Officer – Mrs Heidi Campbell.  Students must 
be successfully participating and completing all school subjects  be financial  and have a good behaviour record at 
school to be eligible to commence SAT. An employer will need to be found and the student must have the support 
of parents or carers.  A training contract will be signed with the employer and hours of work will be negotiated 
within the school timetable.

A minimum of 50 days over a 12-month period (375 hours) of paid employment is required. Most students will work 
for 1 day a week in consultation with the school and the employer. Students may also work on weekends, during 
school holidays and after school.

Where a student does not complete the apprenticeship or traineeship by the time they leave school, the training 
contract can be amended so they can complete under full-time or part-time training arrangements.

For more information on School based apprenticeships and traineeships contact Mrs Heidi Campbell (Industry 
Liaison Officer).

FLEXIBLE LEARNING OPTIONS
Noosa District SHS is able to support other flexible learning options that provide meaningful pathways/
qualifications.  An interview with the Head of Department Senior School is required prior to enrolment in any course.

Some learning options could include:

TAFE at School VET qualification
The TAFE website https://tafeqld.edu.au/courses/ways-you-can-study/tafe-at-school.html? provides a downloadable 
pdf copy of the course guide with specific information on the courses available, fees and delivery modes.  To apply 
go to www.tafeapply.com   An application code, TQEC2301, will be needed to begin this process. 

Certificate III in Early childhood education & care
Euphoria Institute of Training www.euphoriagroup.net.au offers a Certificate III in Early childhood education & care.  
Contact the Euphoria regarding course details and fees.

Certificate IV in Crime & Justice 
Unity College offers a Certificate IV in Crime & justice.  Contact the college regarding course details, fees and 
enrolment

Brisbane School of Distance Education
Students who wish to complete courses which are not offered at NDSHS can discuss an enrolment with BSDE.  This 
must be discussed with the Head of Department Senior School in the year prior to course commencement.

Flexible Learning Options



Contributes to Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 
(ATAR) and Queensland Certificate of Education

Excellence, Respect, Integrity, Collegiality

General
Subjects

Laptop specifications for Authority Registered Subjects

Windows 10 or 11/8GB RAM/256 GB HDD/Wi-Fi 802.11ac or 5Ghz 
compatible

Known incompatible devices are - Apple MacOS and iOS, Windows 
10S/11S, Chromebooks, Android and Linux
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Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS / Excursions to be paid

Minimum Standards C+ in Core Mathematics, English and Science

Pathways

Pilot,  Air Traffic Controller, Engineers, Avionics and Instruments Engineers, Airport Administration, Cabin Crew, Aircraft 
Construction/Maintenance, Airport Support Staff, Security and many, many more

Course Overview

Technologies have been an integral part of society for as long as humans have had the desire to create solutions to 
improve their own and others’ quality of life. Technologies have an impact on people and societies by transforming, 
restoring and sustaining the world in which we live. 
Australia needs enterprising and innovative individuals with the ability to make discerning decisions concerning the 
development, use and impact of technologies. When developing technologies, these individuals need to be able to 
work independently and collaboratively to solve complex, open-ended problems. Subjects in the Technologies learning 
area prepare students to be effective problem-solvers as they learn about and work with contemporary and emerging 
technologies. 
Students who study Aerospace Systems learn about the fundamentals, history and future of the aerospace industry. 
They gain knowledge of aeronautics, aerospace operations, human factors, safety management and systems thinking 
that enable them to solve real-world aerospace problems using the problem-solving process in Aerospace Systems. 
Noosa District State High School is also a gateway school for Aerospace. This offers many advantages to students one 
of which is direct entry into the University of Queensland IT and Engineering, Griffith University and QUT Aviation and 
Aviation Management degrees, applications for which close in early September.

Course Outline

Unit 1 - Year 11 Unit 2 - Year 11 Unit 3 - Year 12 Unit 4 - Year 12

Introduction to 
aerospace systems and 

structures
• Topic 1: Solving 

aerospace problems

• Topic 2: The evolving 
aerospace industry

• Topic 3: Introduction to 
aerodynamics

• Topic 4: Introduction to 
aircraft systems

• Topic 5: Introduction 
to aviation weather 
systems

Emerging aerospace 
technologies

• Topic 1: Operational 
assets

• Topic 2: Operational 
environments

• Topic 3: Operational 
control systems

• Topic 4: Future 
applications

Aerospace operational 
systems

• Topic 1: International 
and national 
operational and safety 
systems 

• Topic 2: Airspace 
management systems

• Topic 4: Operational 
accident and incident 
investigation processes

• Topic 5: Airport and 
airline 

Aircraft performance 
systems and human 

factors
• Topic 1: Aircraft 

performance

• Topic 2: Aircraft 
navigation

• Topic 3: Advanced 
navigation and radio 
communication 
technologies

• Topic 4: Human 
performance and 
limitations

Assessment

Assessment
Formative internal 
assessment/s

Assessment
Formative internal 
assessment/s

Assessment
Summative internal 
assessment 1:  
Project - folio (25%)

Summative internal 
assessment 2: 
Examination (25%)

Assessment
Summative internal 
assessment 3:  Project - 
folio (25%)
Summative external 
assessment 4: 
Examination (25%)
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Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards C+ in English, Science and Mathematics

Pathways

A course of study in Agricultural Science can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields 
of agriculture, horticulture, agronomy, ecology, food technology, aquaculture, veterinary science, equine science, 
environmental science, natural resource management, wildlife, conservation and ecotourism, biotechnology, business, 
marketing, education and literacy, research and development.

Course Overview

Agricultural Science is an interdisciplinary science subject suited to students who are interested in the application of 
science in a real-world context. Agricultural Science aims to develop students’:

• understanding of the importance of using science to predict possible effects of human and other activities and how 
the development of management plans or alternative technologies could minimise these effects and provide for a 
more sustainable future

• investigative skills and how agricultural production systems are managed through an understanding of plant and 
animal physiology, and how they can be manipulated to ensure productivity and sustainability

• ability to consider how environmental, social and financial factors can be used to evaluate production systems, and 
how research and innovation can be used and managed to improve food and fibre production

• ability to apply aspects of the knowledge and skills of the discipline (thinking, experimentation, problem-solving and 
research skills) to understand how it works and how it may impact society

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Agricultural systems
• Agricultural enterprises 

A

• Animal production A

• Plant production A

Resources
• Management of 

renewable resources

• Physical resource 
management

• Agricultural 
management, research 
and innovation

Agricultural production
• Animal production B

• Plant production B

• Agricultural enterprises 
B

Agricultural management
• Enterprise 

management

• Evaluation of an 
agricultural enterprise’s 
sustainability

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative - Data test 10% Formative - Research investigation 20%

Formative - Student experiment 20% Formative Unit 1 & 2 - Examination 50%

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1) - Data 
test

10% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3) - 
Research investigation

20%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2) - 
Student experiment

20% Summative internal assessment (EA) - 
Examination 

50%
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Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS / Excursions to be paid

Minimum Standards C in History or English

Pathways

Archaeologist, Sociologist, Teacher, Librarian, Museum Technician, Historian, Researcher

Course Overview

“Not to know what happened before one was born is always to be a child.” Cicero – 1st Century BC

Students of Ancient History will explore the causes and effects of significant past events, the impact of the life and 
work of major personalities on history, and the historical origins of political, social and economic institutions. Studying 
Ancient History can help students live more effectively as global citizens, assisting them to live purposefully, ethically 
and happily with others.  Students must be able to make wise decisions and  studying  history  can  help  them  develop  
the  knowledge,  skills  and  values  needed  to  make  those decisions. Through studying history, students should be 
more ready to cope with the present and to influence the future.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Investigating the Ancient 
World

• Topic 1: Digging up the 
past

• Topic 7: Ancient 
societies: beliefs, rituals 
and funerary practices

Personalities in their 
Times

• Topic 1: Hatshepsut

Reconstructing the 
Ancient World

• Topic 4: Fifth Century 
Athens BCE

• Topic 7: Pompeii and 
Herculaheum

People, Power and 
Authority

• Topic 2: Greece: the 
Persian Wars

• Topic 12: Augustus

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative – Examination - short responses to 
historical sources

Formative – Investigation – historical essay 
based on research 

Formative – Investigation – independent 
source investigation 

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative - Examination - essay in response 
to historical sources

25% Summative - Investigation – historical essay 
based on research 

25%

Summative - Investigation – independent 
source investigation

25% Summative – External examination – short 
responses to historical sources 

25%



Biology
16

Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards C+ in Science, English and Mathematics

Pathways

A course of study in Biology can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of medicine, 
forensics, veterinary, food and marine sciences, agriculture, biotechnology, environmental rehabilitation, biosecurity, 
quarantine, conservation and sustainability.

Course Overview

Biology provides opportunities for students to engage with living systems. Biology aims to develop students:

• understanding of major biological concepts, theories and models related to Biological systems, and how they 
interconnect and impact society

• sense of wonder and curiosity about life and respect for all living things and the environment

• ability to plan and carry out field work, laboratory and other research investigations; interpret evidence

• ability to use sound, evidence-based arguments creatively and analytically when evaluating claims and applying 
biological knowledge

• ability to communicate biological understanding, findings, arguments and conclusions using appropriate 
representations, modes and genres

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Cells and multicellular 
organisms

• Cells as the basis of life

• Multicellular organisms

Maintaining the internal 
environment

• Homeostasis

• Infectious diseases

Biodiversity and the 
interconnectedness of life
• Describing biodiversity

• Ecosystem dynamics

Heredity and continuity 
of life

• DNA, genes and the 
continuity of life

• Continuity of life on 
Earth

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative - Data test 10% Formative- Research investigation 20%

Formative - Student experiment 20% Formative – Unit 1 & 2 - Examination 50%

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1) - Data 
test

10% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3) - 
Research investigation

20%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2) - 
Student experiment

20% Summative external assessment (EA) - 
Examination

50%



Business
17

Subject Type General subject

Contributes Units 1 and 2 provide foundational learning, which allows students to 
experience all syllabus objectives and begin engaging with the course subject 
matter. The results from Units 3 and 4 consolidate student learning and 
contribute to Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) calculations and to the 
Queensland Certificate of Education.

Fees Included in payment of SRS/Excursions to be paid separately.

Minimum Standards C in English or Economics & Business

Pathways

Business is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond Year 12 that lead to 
tertiary studies, vocational education or work.  The study of Business provides opportunities for students to pursue 
entrepreneurial pathways and a wide range of careers in the public, private and not-for-profit sectors. This subject can 
establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of business management, business development, 
entrepreneurship, business analytics, economics, business law, accounting and finance, international business, 
marketing, human resources management and business information systems.

Course Overview

The study of business is relevant to all individuals in a rapidly changing, technology-focused and innovation-driven 
world. Students will be challenged academically and exposed to authentic and real-life practices. 

Students learn business concepts, theories and processes and strategies relevant to leadership, management and 
entrepreneurship. Students engage with the dynamic business world (in both national and global contexts), the 
changing workforce and emerging digital technologies.  It addresses contemporary implications, giving students a 
competitive edge in the workplace as socially responsible and ethical members of the business community, and as 
informed citizens, employees, consumers and investors.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Business creation
• Fundamentals of 

business

• Creation of business 
ideas

Business growth
• Establishment of a 

business

• Entering markets

Business diversification
• Competitive markets

• Strategic development

Business evolution
• Repositioning a 

business

• Transformation of a 
business

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 & 2

Involve a range of opportunities designed to experience and respond to the types of assessment they will 
encounter in Units 3 and 4. 

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 – 
Examination 

25% Summative internal assessment 3 – Extended 
response – feasibility report 

25%

Summative internal assessment 2 – 
Investigation Business Report 

25% Summative external assessment - Examination 25%



Chemistry
18

Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards C+ in Science, English and C in Mathematics Extension

Pathways

A course of study in Chemistry can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of forensic 
science, environmental science, engineering, medicine, pharmacy and sports science.

Course Overview

Chemistry is the study of materials and their properties and structure. Chemistry aims to develop students:

• appreciation of chemistry and its usefulness in understanding chemical theories, models and chemical systems and 
its usefulness in helping explain phenomena and solve problems

• knowledge and skills of the discipline (thinking, experimentation, problem-solving and research skills) and 
understand how it works and how it may impact society

• expertise in conducting scientific investigations including the collection and analysis of qualitative and quantitative 
data and the interpretation of evidence

• ability to critically evaluate and debate scientific arguments and claims in order to solve problems and generate 
informed, responsible and ethical conclusions

• ability to communicate chemical understanding and findings through the use of appropriate representations, 
language and nomenclature

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Chemical fundamentals – 
structure, properties and 

reactions
• Properties and 

structure of atoms

• Properties and 
structure of materials

• Chemical reactions – 
reactants, products and 
energy change

Molecular interactions 
and reactions

• Intermolecular forces 
and gases

• Aqueous solutions and 
acidity

• Rates of chemical 
reactions

• 

Equilibrium, acids and 
redox reactions

• Chemical equilibrium 
systems

• Oxidations and 
reduction

Structure , synthesis and 
design

• Properties and 
structure of organic 
materials

• Chemical synthesis and 
design

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative - Data test 10% Formative- Student experiment 20%

Formative - Research investigation 20% Formative – Unit 1 & 2 - Examination 50%

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1) - Data 
test

10% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3) - 
Research investigation

20%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2) - 
Student experiment

20% Summative external assessment (EA) - 
Examination

50%



Design
19

Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards C+ in English or History

Pathways

Design is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school that lead to tertiary 
studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Design can establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of architecture, digital media design, fashion design, graphic design, industrial design, interior 
design and landscape architecture.

Course Overview

Students will learn how design has influenced the economic, social and cultural environment in which they live. They 
will understand the agency of humans in conceiving and imagining possible futures through design. Students will 
develop valuable 21st century skills in critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, collaboration and teamwork, 
personal and social skills, and information & communication technologies (ICT) skills. Collaboration, teamwork and 
communication are crucial skills needed to work in design teams and liaise with stakeholders. The design thinking 
students learn is broadly applicable to a range of professions and supports the development of critical and creative 
thinking.

Course Outline

Unit 1 - Year 11 Unit 2 - Year 11 Unit 3 - Year 12 Unit 4 - Year 12

Design in Practice
• Topic 1: Experiencing 

design

• Topic 2: Design 
process

• Topic 3: Design Styles

Commercial Design
• Topic 1: Explore clients’ 

needs and wants

• Topic 2: Develop 
collaborative design

Human-centred Design
• Topic 1: Designing 

with empathy

Sustainable Design
• Topic 1: Explore 

sustainable design 
opportunities

Topic 2: Develop - 
redesign

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative – Examination - Design Challenge 15% Formative – Project 50%

Formative – Project 35%

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative - 1. Examination - Design 
Challenge

15% Summative - 3. Project 25%

Summative - 2. Project 35% Summative – 4. External Exam - Design 
Challenge

25%



Drama
20

Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS / Excursions to be paid separately

Minimum Standards C in English

Pathways

A course of study in Drama can establish a basis for further education and employment in the field of drama, and 
to broader areas in creative industries and cultural institutions, including arts administration and management, 
communication, education, public relations, research and science and technology.

Course Overview

Drama is a vital and neccessary component to a well rounded education. Drama interrogates the human experience 
by investigating, communicating and embodying stories, experiences, emotions and ideas that reflect the human 
experience. Throughout their study of drama, students will learn about the dramatic languages and how these 
contribute to the creation, interpretation and critique of dramatic action and meaning for a range of purposes. 

In Drama, students engage in learning experiences that develop the 21st century skills of critical thinking, creative 
thinking, communication, collaboration and teamwork, personal and social skills, and information & communication 
technologies (ICT) skills. Additionally, students will develop personal confidence, skills of inquiry and social skills as they 
work collaboratively with others. 

The unique learning that takes place in Drama promotes a deeper and more empathetic understanding and 
appreciation of others and communities.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Share
How does drama promote 
shared understandings of 
the human experience?

• Cultural inheritances of 
storytelling

• Oral history and 
emerging practice

• A range of linear and 
non-linear forms.

Reflect
How is drama shaped to 
reflect lived experience?

• Realism, including 
Magical Realism, 
Australian Gothic

• Associated conventions 
of styles and texts.

Challenge
How can we use 
drama to challenge 
our understanding of 
humanity?

• Theatre of Social 
Comment, including 
Theatre of Absurd and 
Epic Theatre

• Associated conventions 
of styles and texts.

Transform
How can you transform 
dramatic practice?

• Contemporary 
performance.

• Associated styles and 
texts

• Inherited texts as 
stimulus. 

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 & 2

Involve a range of opportunities designed to experience and respond to the types of assessment they will 
encounter in Units 3 and 4.

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1): 

• Performance

20% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3): 

• Project – Practice –led project

35%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):         

• Project – Dramatic Concept

20% Summative External assessment (EA): 25%

• Examination – extended response

25%



Economics
21

Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS / Excursions to be paid 

Minimum Standards C in English or History or Economics/Business

Pathways

A course of study in Economics can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of economics, 
law, management, data analytics, business, accounting, finance, actuarial science and political science. It provides 
a competitive advantage for career options where students are aiming for management roles and developing 
their entrepreneurial skills to create business opportunities as agents of innovation and global society that values 
international awareness. It is a highly relevant subject to all careers and courses.

Course Overview

The discipline of economics is integral to every aspect of our lives: spending, employment opportunities, social issues, 
environement, trade and living standards. The subject challenges us to use evidence and be innovation when solving 
problems in a world of complex global relationships and trends. A basic  knowledge of economic forces and flows leads 
to better decisions. Decision-making is the core of this subject: how to use scarce resources to maximise well-being. 
Students develop knowledge and cognitive skills to comprehend, apply analytical processes to solve truly global issues. 
They examine data and information to determine validity, and consider economic policies from various perspectives 
and real world situations. Economic models and analytical tools are used to investigate and evaluate outcomes to draw 
conclusions. In the process, students appreciate ideas, viewpoints and values underlying economic issues that are 
reflected in nations all over the world.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Markets and models
• Topic 1: The basic 

economic problem

• Topic 2: Economic flows

• Topic 3: Market forces

Modified markets
• Topic 1: Markets and 

efficiency

• Topic 2

• a) Environmental 
Economics

• b) Inequalities

International economics
• Topic 1: The global 

economy

• Topic 2: International 
economic issues

Contemporary 
macroeconomics

• Topic 1: 
Macroeconomic 
objectives and theory

• Topic 2: Economic 
management

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative – Exam (Combination Response) 25% Formative – Research Assignment (Report) 25%

Formative – Essay (Response to Stimulus) 25% Formative – Exam (Combination Response) 25%

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative – Exam: combination response 25% Summative – Exam: extended response to 
stimulus

25%

Summative – Investigation: research report 25% Summative – External Exam: combination 
response

25%



English
22

Subject Type General subject 

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards C+ in English

Pathways

English is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school that lead to tertiary 
studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in English promotes open-mindedness, imagination, critical 
awareness and intellectual flexibility – skills that prepare students for local and global citizenship, and for lifelong 
learning across a wide range of contexts.

Students must pass their English subject to be eligible for an ATAR

Course Overview

The subject English focuses on the study of both literary and non-literary texts developing students as independent, 
innovative and creative learners and thinkers who appreciate the aesthetic use of language, analyse perspectives and 
evidence, and challenge ideas and interpretations through the analysis and creation of varied texts. English aims to 
develop students:

• skills to communicate effectively in Standard Australian English

• skills to make choices about generic structures, language, textual features and technologies for literary analysis and 
creation of texts

• enjoyment and appreciation of texts

• creative thinking and imagination 

• critical exploration of ways texts may reflect or challenge social and cultural ways

• empathy for others and appreciation of different perspectives through study of texts from diverse cultures and 
periods, including Australian texts by Aboriginal writers and Torres Strait Islander writers. 

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Perspectives and texts
Texts and culture

• Perspectives of 
Australian Identity 

Texts and culture
Perspectives and texts

• Novel

• The Crucible

Textual connections
• Interpreting Canonical 

Novels and films

• The Art of Persuasion 
Media Study

Close study of literary 
texts

• Dystopian Poetry 

• Shakespeare play 
study

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

1. Formative – Persuasive Speech 33% 3. Formative – Feature Article 33%

4. Formative – Exam Analytical Essay (unseen) 33%

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

1. Summative - Persuasive Speech 25% 3. Summative - Exam Narrative (seen) 25%

2. Summative - Feature Article 25% 4. Summative – External Exam (unseen) 25%



English and Literature Extension
(Year 12 only) 23

Subject Type General subject 

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards C+ in Unit 1 & 2 English/Literature

Pathways

English and Literature Extension is a General subject that students may study in Year 12 only. This subject must be 
studied concurrently with either General subject English or Literature. It is suited to students who enjoy reading and 
writing, and who plan on continuing with a tertiary pathway. A course of study in English and Literature Extension 
promotes open-mindedness, imagination, critical awareness and intellectual flexibility – skills that prepare students for 
local and global citizenship, and for lifelong learning across a wide range of contexts. Study of this subject will certainly 
improve your engagement with texts across a range of other subjects. Students who study this subject will undertake a 
range of reading and independent research and writing. 

Course Overview

In Unit 3, students are introduced to understandings about theoretical approaches to interpreting texts. The QCAA 
resource ‘Approaches to reading practices’ provides a starting point for various reading practices including:

• author-centred approaches

• text-centred approaches

• reader-centred approaches

• World-context-centred approaches.

The first area of study comprises of understanding and applying interpretive strategies and Readings and defences.

In the second area of study, students build on previous learning and apply a Complex transformation and defence.

In Unit 4, students move into independent study and in-depth exploration of texts to demonstrate and apply their 
understanding of the theoretical approaches they learnt in Unit 3. 

Course Outline

Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Ways of Reading 

• Readings and defences 
Alfred Hitchcock film

• Complex 
transformation and 
defence

Nursery rhymes and poem

Exploration and evaluation 

• Extended academic 
research paper

• Application of theory 

Assessment

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative – Extended response – reading and 
defence

20% Summative - Extended response – academic 
research paper

35%

Summative – Extended response – complex 
transformation and defence

20% Summative – theorised exploration of a short 
text 

25%



Film, Television and New Media
24

Subject Type General subject

Contributes Units 1 and 2 provide foundational learning, which allows students to 
experience all syllabus objectives and begin engaging with the course subject 
matter. The results from Units 3 and 4 consolidate student learning and 
contribute to Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) calculations and to the 
Queensland Certificate of Education.

Fees Included in payment of SRS/Excursions to be paid separately.

Minimum Standards C in English

Pathways

A course of study in Film, Television and New Media can establish a basis for further education and employment in the 
fields of information technologies, creative industries, cultural institutions, and diverse fields that use skills inherent in 
the subject including advertising, arts administration and management, communication, design, education, film and 
television, and public relations.

Course Overview

Film, Television & New Media fosters creative and expressive communication.  It explores the five key concepts of 
technologies, representations, audiences, institutions and languages.

Students learn about film, television and new media as our primary sources of information and entertainment.  
Students creatively apply film, television and new media key concepts to individually and collaboratively make moving-
image media products, and investigate and respond to moving-image media content and production contexts.  They 
develop knowledge and skills in creative thinking, communication, collaboration, planning, critical analysis, and digital 
and ethical citizenship.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Foundation
How are tools and 
associated processes used 
to create meaning:
How are institutional 
practices influenced 
by social, political and 
economic factors
How do signs and symbols, 
codes and conventions 
create meaning?

Story Forms 
How do representations 
function in story forms?
How does the relationship 
between story forms 
and meaning change in 
different contexts?
How are media languages 
used to construct stories

Participation
How do technologies 
enable or constrain 
participation?
How do different contexts 
and purposes impact the 
participation of individuals 
and cultural groups?
How is participation in 
institutional practices 
influenced by social, 
political and economic 
factors?

Identity
How do media artists 
experiment with 
technological practices?
How do media artists 
portray people, places, 
events, ideas and emotions
How do media artists 
use signs, symbols, 
codes and conventions 
in experimental ways to 
create meaning?

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 & 2

Formative Assessment in Units 1 & 2 will reflect the style of assessment in Units 3 & 4.

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 – (IA1) Case 
study investigation 

15% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3) – 
Stylistic project 

35%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2) Multi-
platform project 

25% Summative external assessment (EA) – 
Examination – extended response 

25%



Health
25

Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards C in English or History

Pathways

Health is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school that lead to tertiary 
studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Health can establish a basis for further education and 
employment in the fields of health science, public health, health education, allied health, nursing and medical 
professions.

Course Overview

Health uses an inquiry approach informed by the critical analysis of health information to investigate sustainable health 
change at personal, peer, family and community levels. Students define and understand broad health topics, which 
they reframe into specific contextualised health issues for further investigation. Students plan, implement, evaluate and 
reflect on action strategies that mediate, enable and advocate change through health promotion. 

Studying Health will highlight the value and dynamic nature of the discipline, alongside the purposeful processes and 
empathetic approach needed to enact change. The investigative skills required to understand complex issues and 
problems will enable interdisciplinary learning, and prepare students for further study and a diverse range of career 
pathways. The development of problem-solving and decision-making skills will serve to enable learning now and in the 
future. 

The health industry is currently experiencing strong growth and is recognised as the largest industry for new 
employment in Australia, with continued expansion predicted due to aging population trends. A demand for 
individualised health care services increases the need for health- educated people who can solve problems and 
contribute to improved health outcomes across the lifespan at individual, family, local, national and global levels. The 
preventive health agenda is future-focused to develop 21st century skills, empowering students to be critical and 
creative thinkers, with strong communication and collaboration skills equipped with a range of personal, social and ICT 
skills. 

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Resilience as a health 
resource

Peers and family as 
resources for healthy 

living
• Elective topic 1: Alcohol

• Elective topic 2: Body 
Image

Community as a resource 
for healthy living

• Elective topic 1: 
Homelessness

• Elective topic 2: Road 
Safety

• Elective topic 3: 
Anxiety

Respectful relationships 
in the post-schooling 

transition

Assessment

Assessment
Formative internal 
assessment/s

Assessment
Formative internal 
assessment/s

Assessment
Summative internal 
assessment 1:  
Investigation - action 
research (25%)

Summative internal 
assessment 2: 
Examination - extended 
response (25%)

Assessment
Summative internal 
assessment 3:  
Investigation - analytical 
exposition (25%)

Summative external 
assessment 4: 
Examination (25%)



Japanese
26

Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS / Excursion to be paid

Minimum Standards C in Japanese

Pathways

A course of study in Japanese can establish a basis for further education and employment in many professions and 
industries, such as, business, hospitality, law, science, technology, sociology and education.

Course Overview

The need to communicate is the foundation for all language development. People use language to achieve their 
personal communicative needs — to express, exchange, interpret and negotiate meaning, and to understand the 
world around them. The central goal for additional language acquisition is communication. Students do not simply 
learn a language — they participate in a range of interactions in which they exchange meaning and become active 
participants in understanding and constructing written, spoken and visual texts. The ability to communicate in an 
additional language such as Japanese is an important 21st century skill. Students develop knowledge, understanding 
and skills that enable successful participation in a global society. Communication in an additional language expands 
students’ horizons and opportunities as national and global citizens. 

Additional language acquisition contributes to and enriches intellectual, educational, linguistic, metacognitive, 
personal, social and cultural development. It requires intellectual discipline and systematic approaches to learning, 
which are characterised by effective planning and organisation, incorporating processes of self-management and self-
monitoring.

NOTE: Senior Japanese is a composite class of year 11 and 12 students. 

At NDSHS we run an ‘ alternative sequence syllabus’ which means that all students in the Japanese class (year 11 and 
year 12 ) study the same units of work at the same time and complete the same assessment items.

In 2022 we will cover units 3 and 4. Students completing year 12 in 2023 will do units 1 and 2 as their summative units, 
which will count towards their ATAR.

Regardless of the unit number, year 11 Japanese assessment is formative and year 12 Japanese assessment is 
summative.

Course Outline

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4

My world
• Family/carers and 

friends

• Lifestyle and leisure

• Education

Our society
• Roles and relationships

• Socialising and 
connecting with my 
peers

• Groups in society

Exploring our world
• Travel

• Technology and media

• The contribution of 
Japanese culture to the 
world

My future
• Finishing secondary 

school, plans and 
reflections

• Responsibilities and 
moving on

Assessment

Year 11 - 2022

Unit 3 Unit 4

Formative – Exam: short response 15% Formative – Extended response 30%

Formative – Exam: combination response 30% Formative – Exam: combination response 25%

Year 12 - 2023

Unit 1 Unit 2

Summative – Exam: short response 15% Summative – Extended response 30%

Summative – Exam: combination response 30% Summative – External Exam: combination 
response

25%



Literature
27

Subject Type General subject 

Contributes Toward ATAR score, university per-requisite,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards B in English Extension or English

Pathways

Literature is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school that lead to tertiary 
studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Literature promotes open-mindedness, imagination, critical 
awareness and intellectual flexibility – skills that prepare students for local and global citizenship, and for lifelong 
learning across a wide range of contexts.

Students must pass Literature or English to be eligible for an ATAR

Course Overview

The subject Literature focuses on the study of literary texts, developing students as independent, innovative and 
creative learners and thinkers who appreciate the aesthetic use of language, analyse perspectives and evidence, 
and challenge ideas and interpretations through the analysis and creation of varied literary texts. Students have 
opportunities to engage with language and texts through a range of teaching and learning experiences to foster:

• the skills to communicate effectively in Standard Australian English for the purposes of

responding to and creating literary texts

• the skills to make choices about generic structures, language, textual features and technologies to participate actively 
in the dialogue and detail of literary analysis and the creation of imaginative and analytical texts in a range of modes, 
mediums and forms

• enjoyment and appreciation of literary texts and the aesthetic use of language

• creative thinking and imagination by exploring how literary texts shape perceptions of the world and enable us to 
enter the worlds of others

• critical exploration of ways in which literary texts may reflect or challenge social and cultural ways of thinking and 
influence audiences

• empathy for others and appreciation of different perspectives through studying a range of literary texts from diverse 
cultures and periods, including Australian texts by Aboriginal writers and/or Torres Strait Islander writers.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Introduction to literary 
studies

• Representations of 
innocence and guilt

Intertextuality
• Gothic fiction

Literature and identity
• Unheard voices 

Independent explorations
• Tell me your story

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative - Analytical Essay Exam (seen) 25% Formative - Imaginative written 25%

Formative - Spoken Multi-Modal 25% Formative - Analytical Essay Exam (unseen) 25%

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative - Analytical Essay Exam (seen) 25% Summative - Imaginative written 25%

Summative - Spoken Multi-Modal 25% Summative - External Exam (unseen) 25%



Marine Science
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Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Approximate cost - Year 11 - $150 and Year 12 - $550 including camp

Minimum Standards C+ in Science and English, Maths (Fee attached)

Pathways

A course of study in Marine Science can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of 
marine sciences, biotechnology, aquaculture, environmental rehabilitation, biosecurity, quarantine, conservation and 
sustainability.

Course Overview

Marine Science provides opportunities for students to study an interdisciplinary science focusing on marine 
environments and the consequences of human influences on ocean resources. Marine Science aims to develop 
students:

• understanding of oceanography, the concept of marine biology and the connectivity between marine systems

• ability to apply knowledge to consider the future of our oceans and techniques for managing fisheries

• knowledge and skills of the discipline (thinking, experimentation, problem-solving and research skills) and 
understand how it works and how it may impact society

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Oceanography
• An ocean planet

• The dynamic shore

Marine biology
• Marine ecology and 

biodiversity

• Marine environmental 
management

Marine systems – 
connections and change

• The reef and beyond

• Changes on the reef

Ocean issues and 
resource management

• Oceans of the future

• Managing fisheries

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative - Data test 10% Formative- Research investigation 20%

Formative - Student experiment 20% Formative – Unit 1 & 2 - Examination 50%

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1) - Data 
test

10% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3) - 
Research investigation

20%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2) - 
Student experiment

20% Summative external assessment (EA) - 
Examination

50%



Mathematics - General Mathematics
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Subject Type General subject 

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  university per-requisite, 4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards C in Core Mathematics

Pathways

Teachers (pre-school, primary and secondary), Natural Science, Biologist, Accounting, Economics,
Laboratory Assistant, Nursing, Information Technology, Banking Sector.

Course Overview

The major domains of mathematics in General Mathematics are Number and algebra, Measurement and geometry, 
Statistics and Networks and matrices, building on the content of the P–10 Australian Curriculum. Learning reinforces 
prior knowledge and further develops key mathematical ideas, including rates and percentages, concepts from 
financial mathematics, linear and non-linear expressions, sequences, the use of matrices and networks to model and 
solve authentic problems, the use of trigonometry to find solutions to practical problems, and the exploration of real-
world phenomena in statistics. 

General Mathematics is designed for students who want to extend their mathematical skills beyond Year 10 but whose 
future studies or employment pathways do not require calculus. It incorporates a practical approach that equips 
learners for their needs as future citizens. Students will learn to ask appropriate questions, map out pathways, reason 
about complex solutions, set up models and communicate in different forms. They will experience the relevance of 
mathematics to their daily lives, communities and cultural backgrounds. They will develop the ability to understand, 
analyse and take action regarding social issues in their world. When students gain skill and self-assurance, when they 
understand the content and when they evaluate their success by using and transferring their knowledge, they develop 
a mathematical mindset. 

It is strongly advised that students have successfully completed CORE Maths in Year 10 before attempting General 
Mathematics.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Money, measurement and 
relations

• Topic 1: Consumer 
Arithmetic

• Topic 2: Shape and 
Measurement

• Topic 3: Linear 
Equations and their 
graphs

Applied trigonometry, 
algebra, matrices and 

univariate data
• Topic 1 : Application of 

Trigonometry

• Topic 2: Algebra and 
Matrices

• Topic 3: Univariate 
Data Analysis

Bivariate data, sequences 
and change, and Earth 

geometry
• Topic 1: Bivariate Data 

Analysis

• Topic 2: Time Series 
Analysis

• Topic 3: Growth and 
Decay in Sequences

• Topic 4: Earth 
Geometry and Time 
Zones

Close study of literary 
texts

• Topic 1: Loans, 
Investments and 
Annuities

• Topic 2: Graphs and 
Networks

• Topic 3: Networks 
and Decision 
Mathematics

Assessment

Assessment
Formative internal 
assessment/s

Assessment
Formative internal 
assessment/s

Assessment
Summative internal 
assessment 1:  
Problem-solving and 
modelling task (20%)
Summative internal 
assessment 2: Examination 
(15%)

Assessment
Summative internal 
assessment 3:  
Examination (15%)



Mathematics - Mathematical Methods
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Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  university per-requisite, 4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards C in Mathematics Extension

Pathways

A course of study in Mathematical Methods can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of natural and 
physical sciences (especially physics and chemistry), mathematics and science education, medical and health sciences (including 
human biology, biomedical science, nanoscience and forensics), engineering (including chemical, civil, electrical and mechanical 
engineering, avionics, communications and mining), computer science (including electronics and software design), psychology and 
business.

Course Overview

Mathematics teaching and learning practices range from practising essential mathematical routines to develop procedural fluency, 
through to investigating scenarios, modelling the real world, solving problems and explaining reasoning. When students achieve 
procedural fluency, they carry out procedures flexibly, accurately and efficiently. When factual knowledge and concepts come to 
mind readily, students are able to make more complex use of knowledge to successfully formulate, represent and solve mathematical 
problems. Problem-solving helps to develop an ability to transfer mathematical skills and ideas between different contexts. This assists 
students to make connections between related concepts and adapt what they already know to new and unfamiliar situations. With 
appropriate effort and experience, through discussion, collaboration and reflection of ideas, students should develop confidence and 
experience success in their use of mathematics. 

The major domains of mathematics in Mathematical Methods are Algebra, Functions, relations and their graphs, Calculus and 
Statistics. Topics are developed systematically, with increasing levels of sophistication, complexity and connection, and build on 
algebra, functions and their graphs, and probability from the P–10 Australian Curriculum. Calculus is essential for developing an 
understanding of the physical world. The domain Statistics is used to describe and analyse phenomena involving uncertainty and 
variation. Both are the basis for developing effective models of the world and solving complex and abstract mathematical problems. 
The ability to translate written, numerical, algebraic, symbolic and graphical information from one representation to another is a vital 
part of learning in Mathematical Methods. 

Students who undertake Mathematical Methods will see the connections between mathematics and other areas of the curriculum 
and apply their mathematical skills to real-world problems, becoming critical thinkers, innovators and problem-solvers. Through 
solving problems and developing models, they will appreciate that mathematics and statistics are dynamic tools that are critically 
important in the 21st century.

It is strongly advised that students have successfully completed Maths Extension in Year 10 before attempting Mathematical Methods.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Algebra, statistics and 
functions

• Topic 1: Arithmetic and 
Geometric Sequences and 
Series 1 

• Topic 2: Functions and 
Graphs

• Topic 3: Counting and 
Probability

• Topic 4: Exponential 
Functions 1

• Topic 5: Arithmetic and 
Geometric Sequences 
and Series 2

Calculus and further 
functions

• Topic 1 : Exponential 
Functions 2

• Topic 2: The Logarithmic 
Function 1

• Topic 3: Trigonometirc 
Functions 1

• Topic: 4: Introduction to 
Differential Calculus

• Topic 5: Further 
Differentiation and 
Applications 1

• Topic 6: Discrete Random 
Variables 1

Further calculus
• Topic 1: The Logarithmic 

Function 2

• Topic 2: Further 
Differentiation and 
Applications 2

• Topic 3: Integrals

Further functions and 
statistics

• Topic 1: Further 
Differentiation and 
Applications 3

• Topic 2: Trigonometric 
Functions 2

• Topic 3: Discrete 
Random Variables 2

• Topic 4: Continous 
Random Variables and 
the Normal Distribution 

• Topic 5: Interval 
estimates for 
proportions

Assessment

Assessment
Formative internal 
assessment/s

Assessment
Formative internal 
assessment/s

Assessment
Summative internal 
assessment 1:  
Problem-solving and 
modelling task (20%)
Summative internal 
assessment 2: Examination 
(15%)

Assessment
Summative internal 
assessment 3:  Examination 
(15%)



Mathematics - Specialist Mathematics
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Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  university per-requisite, 4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards B in Mathematics Extension plus enrolled in Mathematical Methods

Pathways

A course of study in Specialist Mathematics can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of 
science, all branches of mathematics and statistics, computer science, medicine, engineering, finance and economics

Course Overview

Mathematics teaching and learning practices range from practising essential mathematical routines to develop procedural fluency, 
through to investigating scenarios, modelling the real world, solving problems and explaining reasoning. When students achieve 
procedural fluency, they carry out procedures flexibly, accurately and efficiently. When factual knowledge and concepts come to 
mind readily, students are able to make more complex use of knowledge to successfully formulate, represent and solve mathematical 
problems. Problem-solving helps to develop an ability to transfer mathematical skills and ideas between different contexts. This assists 
students to make connections between related concepts and adapt what they already know to new and unfamiliar situations. With 
appropriate effort and experience, through discussion, collaboration and reflection of ideas, students should develop confidence and 
experience success in their use of mathematics. 

The major domains of mathematical knowledge in Specialist Mathematics are Vectors and Matrices, Real and Complex Numbers, 
Trigonometry, Statistics and Calculus. Topics are developed systematically, with increasing levels of sophistication, complexity and 
connection, building on functions, calculus, statistics from Mathematical Methods, while vectors, complex numbers and matrices are 
introduced. Functions and calculus are essential for creating models of the physical world. Statistics are used to describe and analyse 
phenomena involving probability, uncertainty and variation. Matrices, complex numbers and vectors are essential tools for explaining 
abstract or complex relationships that occur in scientific and technological endeavours. 

Students who undertake Specialist Mathematics will develop confidence in their mathematical knowledge and ability, and gain a 
positive view of themselves as mathematics learners. They will gain an appreciation of the true nature of mathematics, its beauty and 
its power. 

Assumed knowledge, prior learning or experience 

Specialist Mathematics is designed to be taken in conjunction with, or on completion of, Mathematical Methods. It is assumed that 
work covered in Mathematical Methods will be known before it is required in Specialist Mathematics. 

Assumed knowledge refers to the subject matter that teachers can expect students to know prior to beginning this subject. Emphasis 
is placed on the mastery of content, ensuring key concepts or procedures are learnt fully so they will not need reteaching.

Students need to have attained a B level in Extension Maths.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Combinatorics, vectors and 
proof

• Topic 1: Combinatorics

• Topic 2: Vectors in the 
plane

• Topic 3: Introduction to 
proof

Complex numbers, 
trigonometry, functions and 

matrices
• Topic 1 : Complex 

Numbers 1

• Topic 2: Trigonometry and 
Functions

• Topic 3: Matrices

mathematical induction, and 
further vectors, matrices and 

complex numbers
• Topic 1: Proof by 

mathematical induction

• Topic 2: Vectors and 
Matrices

• Topic 3: Complex 
Numbers 2 

Further calculus and 
statistical inference

• Topic 1: Integration 
and applications of 
Integration

• Topic 2: Rates of 
change and Differential 
Equations

• Topic 3: Statistical 
Inference

Assessment

Assessment
Formative internal 
assessment/s

Assessment
Formative internal 
assessment/s

Assessment
Summative internal 
assessment 1:  
Problem-solving and 
modelling task (20%)
Summative internal 
assessment 2: Examination 
(15%)

Assessment
Summative internal 
assessment 3:  Examination 
(15%)



Modern History
32

Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards C in History or English

Pathways

A course of study in Modern History can lead to further education and employment in political science, academic 
research, diplomacy, the media, writing, law and many others. 

Course Overview

Modern History is a discipline-based subject where students examine traces of humanity’s recent past so they 
may form their own views about the Modern World. Through Modern History, students’ curiosity and imagination 
is invigorated while their appreciation of civilisation is broadened and deepened. Students learn that the past is 
contestable and tentative. They discover how the past consists of various perspectives and interpretations. Modern 
History distinguishes itself from other subjects by enabling students to empathise with others and make meaningful 
connections between the past, present and possible futures. Modern History has two main aims. First, Modern History 
seeks to have students gain historical knowledge and understanding about some of the main forces that have 
contributed to the development of the Modern World. Second, Modern History aims to have students think historically 
and form a historical consciousness in relation to these same forces. Students explore the nature, origins, development, 
legacies and contemporary significance of the force being examined. The second aim is achieved through the rigorous 
application of historical concepts and historical skills across the syllabus. Modern History benefits students as it enables 
them to thrive in a dynamic, globalised and knowledge-based world.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Ideas in the Modern 
World

• Australian Frontier 
Wards

Movements in the 
Modern World

• Social Movements (e.g. 
African-American Civil 
Rights)

• Women’s Rights

National Experiences in 
the Modern World

• Germany

• China

International Experiences 
in the Modern World

• Terrorism

• Australian engagement 
with Asia: Vietnam

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative – Investigation: Independent source 
investigation

50% Formative – investigation: Historical essay 
based on research

25%

Formative – Examination: Essay in response to 
historical sources

25%

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative – Exam Essay in response to 
historical sources

25% Summative – Investigation: Historical essay 
based on research

25%

Summative – Investigation: Independent 
source investigation

25% Summative – External Exam: Short responses 
to historical sources

25%



Music
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Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS/ Excursions to be paid separately

Minimum Standards C in English and Music or Instrumental Music (Special consideration if you 
study Music outside of school)
Completion of Music in Year 10 or practical theatre experience is preferable

Pathways

A course of study in Music can establish a basis for further education and employment by giving students the knowledge and 
skills that should enhance their employment prospects in the music industry in areas such as performance, critical listening, music 
management and music promotions. With additional training and experience, potential employment opportunities may include 
musician, band or recording group member, music journalist, media composer, DJ, sound or studio engineer, songwriter or arranger, 
music sales and merchandising staff, record producer, concert promoter, entertainment manager, tour manager or music director and 
music education.

Course Overview

Music fosters creative and expressive communication. It allows students to develop musicianship through making 
(composition and performance) and responding (musicology). Through composition, performance and musicology, 
students use and apply music elements and concepts. They apply their knowledge and understanding to convey 
meaning and/or emotion to an audience. Students use essential literacy skills to engage in a multimodal world. They 
demonstrate practical music skills, and analyse and evaluate music in a variety of contexts, styles and genres. 

By conclusion of this course, students will: demonstrate technical skills, explain music elements and concepts, use 
music elements and concepts, analyse music, apply compositional devices, apply literacy skills, interpret music 
elements and concepts, evaluate music to justify the use of music elements and concepts, realise music ideas and 
resolve music ideas.

Course Outline

Music in Practice is a four-unit course of study. 

Units 1 and 2 of the course are designed to allow students to begin their engagement with the course content, i.e. the knowledge, 
understanding and skills of the subject. Course content, learning experiences and assessment increase in complexity across the four 
units as students develop greater independence as learners. 

Units 3 and 4 consolidate student learning. 

The minimum number of hours of timetabled school time, including assessment, for a course of study developed from this ‘Applied 
Syllabus’ is 55 hours per unit. A course of study will be usually completed over four units (220 hours). 

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Designs
• Through inquiry learning, 

students explore 
how the treatment 
and combination of 
different music elements 
enable musicians to 
design music that 
communicates meaning 
through performance and 
composition.

Identities
• Through inquiry learning, 

students explore how 
musicians use their 
understanding of music 
elements, concepts and 
practices to communicate 
cultural, political, social 
and personal identities 
when performing, 
composing and 
responding to music.

Innovations
• Through inquiry 

learning, students 
explore how musicians 
incorporate innovative 
music practices to 
communicate meaning 
when performing and 
composing.

Narratives
• Through inquiry learning, 

students will explore how 
musicians manipulate 
music elements to 
communicate narrative 
when performing, 
composing and 
responding to music.

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 & 2

Involve a range of opportunities designed to experience and respond to the types of assessment they will 
encounter in Units 3 and 4.

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative - School assessed performance 20% Summative: School assessed project – 
Integrated project 

35%

Summative - School assessed composition 20% Summative -  Externally assessed examination 
– extended response 

25%



Physics
34

Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards C+ in Science, English and in Mathematics Extension

Pathways

A course of study in Physics can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of science, 
engineering, medicine and technology.

Course Overview

Physics provides opportunities for students to engage with classical and modern understandings of the universe. 
Physics aims to develop students:

• understanding that diverse natural phenomena may be explained, analysed and predicted using concepts, models 
and theories that provide a reliable basis for action and an appreciation of the contribution that physics makes to 
society

• understanding of how models and theories are refined, and new ones developed in physics

• investigative skills including the design and collection of data to solve problems

• ability to use accurate and precise measurement, valid and reliable evidence, and scepticism and intellectual rigour 
to evaluate claims

• ability to communicate physics understanding, findings, arguments and conclusions using appropriate 
representations, modes and genres

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Thermal, nuclear and 
electrical physics

• Heating processes

• Ionising radiation and 
nuclear reactions

• Electrical circuits

Linear motion and waves
• Linear motion and 

force

• Waves

Gravity and 
electromagnetism

• Gravity and motion

• Electromagnetism

Revolutions in modern 
physics

• Special relativity

• Quantum theory

• The Standard Model

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative - Data test 10% Formative - Student experiment 20%

Formative - Research investigation 20% Formative - Unit 1 & 2 - Examination 50%

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1) - 
Data test

10% Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3) - 
Research investigation

20%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2) - 
Student experiment

20% Summative external assessment (EA) - 
Examination

50%



Visual Arts
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Subject Type General subject

Contributes Toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards C in English, History or Visual Art (Visual Art preferred)

Pathways

Visual Art is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school that lead to tertiary studies, vocational 
education or work. A course of study in Visual Art can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of arts practice, 
design, craft, and information technologies; broader areas in creative industries and cultural institutions; and diverse fields that use skills 
inherent in the subject.
The processes and practices of Visual Art, such as self-directed learning and creative problem-solving, develop transferable 21st century skills 
that are highly valued in many areas of employment. Organisations increasingly seek employees who demonstrate work-related creativity, 
innovative thinking and diversity. 

Course Overview

Visual Art prepares students to engage in a multimodal, media-saturated world that is reliant on visual communication. Through the critical 
thinking and literacy skills essential to both artist and audience, learning in Visual Art empowers young people to be 

• discriminating, and to engage with and make sense of what they see and experience.

• equiped for a future of unimagined possibilities as they develop highly transferable communication skills and the capacity for global 
thinking. 

• capable of reflecting on and appreciate multiple perspectives and philosophies, and to confidently and creatively contribute and engage in 
all facets of society to sustain our diverse Australian culture.

This subject prepares young people for participation in the 21st century by 

• fostering curiosity and imagination, 

• teaching students how to generate and apply new and creative solutions when problem-solving in a range of contexts. 

This learnt ability to think in divergent ways and produce creative and expressive responses enables future artists, designers and craftspeople to 
innovate and collaborate with the fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics to design and manufacture images and objects 
that enhance and contribute significantly to our daily lives.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Art as Lens
Through Inquiry learning, the 
following are explored

• Concept: Lenses to explore 
the material world

• Contexts: Personal and 
contemporary

• Focuses: People, place, 
objects.

• Media: 2D, 3D and time 
based

Art as Code
Through Inquiry learning, the 
following are explored

• Concept: Art as coded 
visual language

• Context: Formal and 
cultural

• Focus: Codes, 
symbols, signs and art 
conventions.

• Media: 2D, 3D and time 
based.

Art as Knowledge
Through Inquiry learning, the 
following are explored

• Concept: Constructing 
knowledge as artist and 
audience.

• Context: Contemporary, 
personal, cultural and /or 
formal.

• Focus: Student 
directed.

• Media: Student 
directed 

Art as Alternate
Through Inquiry learning, the 
following are explored

• Concept: Evolving 
alternate representations 
and meaning.

• Contexts: Contemporary 
and personal, cultural and 
/or formal.

• Focus: continued 
exploration of unit 
3 student directed 
focus

• Media: Student 
directed.

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative - Project - experimental folio 35% Formative - Project - Inquiry based folio 35%

Formative - Investigation - written report or  
multimodal presentation

15% Formative - Examination - extended response 15%

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative - Investigation (1A1) - inquiry phase 1 15% Summative - Project (1A3) - Inquiry Phase 3 35%

Summative  - Project (1A2) - Inquiry phase 2 25% Summative - External Exam (unseen) 25%



May contributes to Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 
(ATAR) and Queensland Certificate of Education

Excellence, Respect, Integrity, Collegiality

Applied
Subjects

Laptop specifications for Authority Registered Subjects

Windows 10 or 11/8GB RAM/256 GB HDD/Wi-Fi 802.11ac or 5Ghz 
compatible

Known incompatible devices are - Apple MacOS and iOS, Windows 
10S/11S, Chromebooks, Android and Linux



Aquatic Practices
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Subject Type Applied subject

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Year 11 - $200     Year 12 - $100 as an initial contribution to course activities

Minimum Standards Prepared to participate safely in practicals ( Fee attached).

Pathways

A course of study in Aquatic Practices can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of 
recreation, tourism, fishing and aquaculture. The subject also provides a basis for participating in and contributing 
to community associations, events and activities, such as yacht and sailing club races and competitions and boating 
shows.

Course Overview

Aquatic Practices provides opportunities for students to explore, experience and learn practical skills and knowledge 
valued in aquatic workplaces and other settings. Aquatic Practices aims to develop students:

• understanding into the management of aquatic regions and their ecological and environmental systems, helping 
them to position themselves within a long and sustainable tradition of custodianship

• understanding of aquatic workplaces, events and other related activities, by providing opportunities to learn by 
providing practical situations

• understanding of the employment, study and recreational opportunities associated with communities who visit, live 
or work on and around our waterways

Course Outline

Areas of study Core topics Elective topics

Environmental • Environmental conditions

• Ecosystems

• Conservation and sustainability

• Citizen science

Recreational • Entering the aquatic 
environment

• Aquatic activities

Commercial • Employment • Aquaculture, aquaponics and 
aquariums

• Boat building and marine 
engineering

Cultural • Cultural understandings • Historical understandings

Safety and management practices • Legislation, rules and regulations 
for aquatic environments

• Equipment maintenance and 
operations

• First aid and safety

• Management practices

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative - Project Formative - Project

Formative - Exam Formative - Investigation

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative - Exam Summative - Exam

Summative - Investigation Summative - Project



Dance in Practice
38

Subject Type Applied subject

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards Nil

Pathways

Performer, Choreographer, Director, Actor, Model, Event Management, Teacher (school or studio), Dance Therapist, 
Sports Trainer, Pilates Instructor, Outdoor Education

Course Overview

The study of Dance is enriched by experiences in performance, choreography and analysis.  Over the course of study, 
students are exposed to a variety of dance genres and develop an awareness of dance in various contexts. In this two 
year course, the major focus is on dance as art while also promoting an understanding of the social and ritual functions. 
Students will learn

• to express personal or societal ideas and to tell stories

• skills of communication, improvisation and personal problem solving

• group decision making, planning and organising activities

• to convey ideas to an audience and to develop their personal expressive power to convey meaning through dance

• to achieve satisfaction through the physical expression of a creative idea and to build self-confidence and physical 
capabilities

• how and why dance is made and techniques used in design

• to build their knowledge and understanding of dance in its context

• the skills of analysis, interpretation, evaluation and research when critiquing dance and dance works

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

• Lights, Camera, Music! 
(Musical Theatre)

• Dance Nation 
(Contemporary)

• Video Star (Popular 
Dance)

• Flashback (Dance 
through the ages)

• Kindergarten Dance

• Contemporary

Assessment

Students will be required to show  

• Knowledge and Understanding

• Applying and Analysing

• Creating and Evaluating



Drama in Practice
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Subject Type Applied subject

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards Nil

Pathways

A course of study in Drama in Practice can establish a basis for further education and employment in the drama and 
theatre industry in areas such as performance, theatre management and promotions.

Course Overview

Drama in Practice gives students opportunities to plan, create, adapt, produce, perform, appreciate and evaluate a 
range of dramatic works or events in a range of settings

Students participate in learning activities that apply knowledge and develop creative and technical skills in 
communicating meaning to an audience.

Students learn essential workplace health and safety procedures relevant to the drama and theatre industry, as well as 
effective work practices and industry skills needed by a theatre practitioner. 

Students who achieve success in Drama in Practice are those who enjoy:

• Engaging with drama and opportunities to experience, understand and communicate different perspectives on the 
world.

• Opportunities to learn about a range of forms and styles of the dramatic art form.

• Performing, Improvising, devising and appreciating Drama.

This subject includes practical application of theatre industry skills, expressive communication, creativity, technical 
design and operations, collaboration, teamwork, problem solving skills and a possible theatre excursion.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Students will study play 
building including the 
incorporation of acting as 
well as technical aspects of 
theatre

Students can explore 
one of two strands:  
Performance OR Technical 
Roles.  They will create a 
showcase performance

Students will devise 
and manage an original 
production with a 
community focus.

Students will prepare for 
future pathways with a 
focus on the performing 
arts and creative 
industries.

Assessment

Performances

Blog

Folios

Monologue

Script

Essay



Engineering Skills
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Subject Type Applied subject

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards Prepared to participate safely in practical work.

Pathways

Engineering is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school that lead to tertiary 
studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Engineering can establish a basis for further education 
and employment in the field of engineering, including, but not limited to, civil, mechanical, mechatronic, electrical, 
aerospace, mining, process, chemical, marine, biomedical, telecommunications, environmental, micro-nano and 
systems. The study of engineering will also benefit students wishing to pursue post-school tertiary pathways that lead 
to careers in architecture, project management, aviation, surveying and spatial sciences.

Course Overview

Engineering includes the study of mechanics, materials science and control technologies through real-world 
engineering contexts where students engage in problem-based learning. Students learn to explore complex, open-
ended problems and develop engineered solutions. They recognise and describe engineering problems, determine 
solution success criteria, develop and communicate ideas and predict, generate, evaluate and refine prototype 
solutions. Students justify their decision-making and acknowledge the societal, economic and environmental 
sustainability of their engineered solutions. The problem-based learning framework in Engineering encourages 
students to become self-directed learners and develop beneficial collaboration and management skills.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Topic
• 1:  Trailer Lock

• 2:  Camp BBQ

Topic
• 1:  Meat Mallet

• 2:  Nut Cracker

Topic
• 1:  Brazier Stoker

• 2:   Brazier

Topic
• 1:  Engineers Vice

• 2:  Portfolio

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative - Project 25% Formative - Project 25%

Formative - Project 25% Formative - Project 25%

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative - Project 25% Summative - Project 35%

Summative - Project 25% Summative - Portfolio 15%



Essential English
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Subject Type Applied subject

Contributes 4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards Nil

Pathways

Essential English is an Applied subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school that lead to 
vocational education or work. A course of study in English promotes open-mindedness, imagination, critical awareness 
and intellectual flexibility – skills that prepare students for local and global citizenship, and for lifelong learning across a 
wide range of contexts. 
Students may study Essential English to contribute to an ATAR if it is their only Applied Subject (This may impact 
university entry).

Course Overview

The subject Essential English develops and refines students’ understanding of language, literature and literacy to 
enable them to interact confidently and effectively with others in everyday, community and social contexts. The subject 
encourages students to recognise language and texts as relevant in their lives now and in the future and enables them 
to understand, accept or challenge the values and attitudes in these texts. Students have opportunities to engage with 
language and texts through a range of teaching and learning experiences to foster:

• skills to communicate confidently and effectively in Standard Australian English in a variety of contemporary contexts and 
social situations, including everyday, social, community, further education and work-related contexts 

• skills to choose generic structures, language, language features and technologies to best convey meaning 

• skills to read for meaning and purpose, and to use, critique and appreciate a range of contemporary literary and non-literary 
texts 

• effective use of language to produce texts for a variety of purposes and audiences 

• creative and imaginative thinking to explore their own world and the worlds of others 

• active and critical interaction with a range of texts, and an awareness of how the language they engage with positions 
them and others 

• empathy for others and appreciation of different perspectives through a study of a range of texts from diverse cultures, 
including Australian texts by Aboriginal writers and/or Torres Strait Islander writers 

• enjoyment of contemporary literary and non-literary texts, including digital texts. 

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Texts and Human 
Experiences

Language that Works Language that Influences Representations and 
Popular Culture Texts

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative – Written 25% Formative – Exam (seen and unseen) 25%

Formative – Persuasive Speech 25% Formative – Multimodal Pitch 25%

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative - Persuasive Speech 25% Summative – Multimodal Response 25%

Summative – Common Internal Assessment 
Exam

25% Summative – Narrative 25%



Essential Mathematics
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Subject Type Applied subject

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards Nil

Pathways

A course of study in Essential Mathematics can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields 
of trade, industry, business and community services. Students will learn within a practical context related to general 
employment and successful participation in society, drawing on the mathematics used by various professional and 
industry groups

Course Overview

The major domains of mathematics in Essential Mathematics are Number, Data, Location and Time, Measurement and 
Finance. Teaching and learning builds on the proficiency strands of the P–10 Australian Curriculum. Students develop 
their conceptual understanding when they undertake tasks that require them to connect mathematical concepts, 
operations and relations. They will learn to recognise definitions, rules and facts from everyday mathematics and data, 
and to calculate using appropriate mathematical processes. 

Students will benefit from studies in Essential Mathematics because they will develop skills that go beyond the 
traditional ideas of numeracy. This is achieved through a greater emphasis on estimation, problem-solving and 
reasoning, which develops students into thinking citizens who interpret and use mathematics to make informed 
predictions and decisions about personal and financial priorities. Students will see mathematics as applicable to their 
employability and lifestyles, and develop leadership skills through self-direction and productive engagement in their 
learning. They will show curiosity and imagination, and appreciate the benefits of technology. Students will gain an 
appreciation that there is rarely one way of doing things and that real-world mathematics requires adaptability and 
flexibility. 

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Number, data and graphs
• Fundament topic: 

Calculations

• Topic 1: Number

• Topic 2: Representing 
Data

• Topic 3: Graphs

Money, travel and data
• Fundamental topic: 

Calculations

• Topic 1: Managing 
Money

• Topic 2: Time and 
Motion

• Topic 3: Data Collection

Measurement scales and 
data

• Fundamental topic: 
Calculations

• Topic 1: Measurement

• Topic 2: Scales, Plans 
and Models

• Topic 3: Summarising 
and Comparing Data

Graphs, chance and loans
• Fundamental topic: 

Calculations

• Topic 1: Bivariate Graphs

• Topic 2: Probability and 
Relative Frequencies

• Topic 3: Loans and 
Compound Interest

Assessment

Assessment
Formative internal 
assessment/s

Assessment
Formative internal 
assessment/s

Assessment
Summative internal 
assessment 1:  
Problem-solving and 
modelling task 
Summative internal 
assessment 2: Common 
internal assessment

Assessment
Summative internal 
assessment 3:  Problem-
solving and modelling task

Summative internal 
assessment 4: Examination



Fashion
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Subject Type Applied subject 

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards Nil

Pathways

The fashion industry is a dynamic industry that supports a wide variety of vocations, including fashion design, fashion 
technology, fashion merchandising and fashion sales. A course of study in Fashion can establish a basis for further 
education and employment in the fields of design, personal styling, costume design, production manufacture, 
merchandising and retail.

Course Overview

The subject Fashion explores what underpins fashion culture, fashion technology and fashion design. Fashion culture 
is explored through fashion history, trends and fashion careers. Fashion technology is examined through materials, 
processes and technical skills while design processes and visual literacies navigate fashion design focuses. Within the 
course students learn to appreciate the design aesthetics of others while developing their own personal aesthetic 
and fashion philosophies. They explore contemporary and historical perspectives and examine how the needs of 
different markets are met. Through undertaking this course students will be challenged to use their imagination to 
create, innovate and express themselves and their ideas and to design and produce design solutions in a range of 
fashion contexts. Learning is facilitated by the 21st Century Skills framework and is underpinned by applied learning, 
community connections, core skills for work, literacy and numeracy.

Course Outline

Module 1 – Year 11 Module 2 – Year 11 Module 3 – Year 11 Module 4 – Year 11

Fashion Design:
• a design folio, resulting 

from a brief, that reflects 
a personal aesthetic

• a persuasive written 
response validating your 
choices

Accessories/Wearable Art:
• fashion items created 

from a variety of materials

Merchandising:
• an extended response 

utilising both written 
and layout skills that 
addresses effective 
product exposure

Textiles:
• a fashion item/s made 

from a commercial 
pattern where textile 
knowledge directs 
fashion decisions

• a design folio that 
outlines the process

Module 1 – Year 12 Module 2 – Year 12 Module 3 – Year 12 Module 4 – Year 12

Textiles:
• a fashion item/s 

constructed that is 
dictated by personal 
fashion philosphy

Merchandising:
• a merchandising 

product/s that promotes 
a fashion item/s at its 
optimum

Accessory/Wearable Art:
• fashion item/s that reveals 

a personal ideology 
about trends and social 
concerns

Collections:
• an extended response 

that reveals a conceptual 
runway event that 
is centred around a 
collection

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative – Project – Visual Folio, written 
response

Formative – Extended response: written

Formative – Product: fashion item/s Formative – Project: fashion item/s, design folio

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative – Project: fashion item/s, written 
response

Summative – Product: Visual Folio

Summative – Project: fashion item, design folio Summative - Extended response: written



Furnishing Skills
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Subject Type Applied subject 

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards Prepared to participate safely in practical work.

Pathways

A course of study in Furnishing Skills can establish a basis for further education and employment in the furnishing 
industry. With additional training and experience, potential employment opportunities may be found in furnishing 
trades as, for example, a furniture-maker, wood machinist, cabinet-maker, polisher, shopfitter, upholsterer, furniture 
restorer, picture framer, floor finisher or glazier. 

Course Overview

The Furnishing Skills subject focuses on the underpinning industry practices and production processes required to 
manufacture furnishing products with high aesthetic qualities. The furnishing industry comprises a wide range of 
fields, including soft furnishing, commercial and household furniture-making, cabinet-making and upholstering. 
Furnishing products can be manufactured from a range of materials such as textiles, timber, polymers, composites and 
metals. This subject provides a unique opportunity for students to experience the challenge and personal satisfaction of 
undertaking practical work while developing beneficial vocational and life skills.

The subject includes two core topics

• Industry practices

• Production processes.

 Industry practices are used by manufacturing enterprises to manage the manufacturing of products from raw 
materials. Production processes combine the production skills and procedures required to create products. Students 
explore the knowledge, understanding and skills of the core topics through selected industry-based electives in 
response to local needs, available resources and teacher expertise.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Topic: 
• 1: Wall Cabinet

• 2: Turned Table

Topic
• 1: Jewellery Box 

Topic
• 1: Bar Stool

• 2: Bedside Table

Topic
• 1: Clock

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative –   Project 35% Formative –   Project 25%

Formative –   Project 40%

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative -   Project 30% Summative -   Project 30%

Summative -   Project 40%



Subject Type Applied subject 

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards Must have a functional laptop

Pathways

Studying ICT can lead to further study or employment in the following areas:  ICT operations, help desk, sales support, 
digital media support, office administration, records and data management, call centres

Course Overview

The subject Information and Communication Technology (ICT) focuses on the knowledge, understanding and skills 
related to engagement with information and communication technology through a variety of elective contexts derived 
from work, study and leisure environments of today.

Across business, industry, government, education and leisure sectors, rapidly changing ICT practices and protocols 
create corresponding vocational opportunities. To enable students to take advantage of these opportunities, this 
subject area will equip them with knowledge of current and emerging hardware and software combinations, an 
understanding of how to apply them in real-world contexts and the skills to use them to solve technical and/or creative 
problems. Students will develop knowledge, understanding and skills across multiple platforms and operating systems, 
and will be ethical and responsible users and advocates of ICT, aware of the social, environmental and legal impacts of 
their actions.

The subject Information and Communication Technology is concerned with skills in applying knowledge of ICT 
to produce solutions to simulated problems referenced to business, industry, government, education and leisure 
contexts. Through practice in problem-solving in a variety of contexts, both individually and collaboratively, it promotes 
adaptable, competent and self-motivated users and consumers of ICT who can work with clients and colleagues to 
identify issues and solve problems.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11
Graphic Design for 

Application development

Unit 2 – Year 11
Social Media 

Communication

Unit 3 – Year 12
Graphic Design for 

Application Development

Unit 4 – Year 12
Presenting Me

Graphic image manipulation 
techniques, (scanning, 
camera) and software to 
manipulate images. 
Development of a simple 
game using object-orientated 
programming game-
development software. 
Development of user interface, 
explanation of how to play 
and support systems for users. 
The role of video and audio in 
gaming. 
Safe use of hardware and 
investigation of gamer health 
and safety. 

Creating a website and a 
social media online presence 
for a start-up company. 
Use of document production, 
website development and 
online communication in the 
start-up of a new company. 
Identification and use of 
appropriate hardware to 
develop web pages.  
Identification of specific 
practices to ensure the ethical 
use, security and safety of the 
user

Basic graphic image 
manipulation techniques 
(scanning, camera) and 
software manipulation of 
images. (cropping, cloning etc) 
Development of a simple 
game using object-orientated 
programming game-
development software. 
Development of user interface, 
explanation of how to play and 
support systems for users. 
The role of video and audio in 
gaming. Safe use of hardware 
and investigation of gamer 
health and safety. 

Development of a personal 
digital presence online. 
Producing a web resume 
including video, images and 
text. 
Identification and use of 
appropriate hardware to 
develop web pages.  
Identification of specific 
practices to ensure the ethical 
use, security and safety of the 
user.

Assessment

Extended responses 

Responses to stimulus

Projects including Development of simple games; creation of websites, creation of web resume

Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) 45



Science in Practice
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Subject Type Applied subject

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards Nil

Pathways

A course of study in Science in Practice is inclusive and caters for a wide range of students with a variety of 
backgrounds, interests and career aspirations. It can establish a basis for further education and employment in many 
fields, e.g. animal welfare, food technology, forensics, health and medicine, the pharmaceutical industry, recreation and 
tourism, research and the resources sector.

Course Overview

Students learn through a contextual interdisciplinary approach that includes aspects of at least two science disciplines

– Biology, Chemistry, Earth and Environmental Science or Physics. Science in Practice aims to develop students:

• scientific literacy developing a way of thinking and of viewing and interacting with the world that engages the 
practical and analytical approaches of scientific inquiry

• ability to plan investigations, analyse research and evaluate evidence. They engage in practical activities, such as 
experiments and hands-on investigations

• investigative skills that develop problem-solving abilities that are transferable to new situations and a deeper 
understanding of the nature of science

• critical thinking skills through the evaluation of claims using systematic reasoning and an enhanced scientific 
understanding of the natural and physical world

Course Outline

Units 1 and 2 Units 3 and 4

• Crime Scene Investigation

• Mission to Mars

• Road Crash Physics

• Energy Efficient Technology

• The Human Body

• Rockets

• The 6th Extinction

Assessment

Collection of work - Students will demonstrate their competency in successfully collecting crime scene data.

Project - Undertake simulated problem solving to enable human survival on Mars.

Investigation - Examine road safety regulations and safe driving recommendations.

Project - Evaluate the environmental and financial benefits and consequences of using Energy efficient technology. 

Investigation - A practical and theoretical investigation of rockets.

Exam - Identifying and understanding the Human body’s systems.

Response to stimuli - Investigate and research whether human activities are causing rapid global change.



Social and  Community Studies
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Subject Type Applied subject

Contributes 4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards Nil

Pathways

A course of study in Social and Community Studies can establish a basis for further education and employment, as it 
helps students develop the personal, interpersonal and citizenship skills and attributes necessary in all workplaces. It 
allows them to manage change, to be resilient and adaptive, and to develop strategies so that they can cope with the 
demands, not only of everyday life, but also of continuing studies, employment and future careers.

Course Overview

People interact in a variety of social, cultural, economic and environmental contexts. It is therefore important for 
students to understand how their identities are shaped by life opportunities and influenced by factors such as culture, 
gender, race, class, belief systems and economic status. The Social and Community Studies Applied syllabus deals with 
the skills students need to function efficiently, effectively and positively in current and future life roles. It encourages 
them to recognise that emotional and social wellbeing are significant to individuals, families, the community and 
society as a whole. 

Social and Community Studies fosters personal development and social skills which lead to self-reliance, self-
management and concern for others. It fosters appreciation of, and respect for, cultural diversity and encourages 
responsible attitudes and behaviours required for effective participation in the community and for thinking critically, 
creatively and constructively about their future role in it.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

Health
• Food and Nutrition

• Recreation and Leisure

The World of Work
• Career Pathways

Legally, It Could Be You
• The legal system

• The courts

The Arts and the 
Community

• Event Management

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative – Project 25% Formative – Exam 25%

Formative – Investigation 25% Formative – Project 25%

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative – Exam 25% Summative – Project 25%

Summative – Project 25% Summative – Investigation 25%



Sports and Recreation 
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Subject Type Applied subject

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards Able to be actively involved in physical activities, games, exercise sessions. 

Considerations An enthusiasm for sport is required along with a willingness to go on an out-
door education camp.

Pathways

Fitness & Recreation Industry, allied health industries and teaching.

Course Overview

Fitness & Recreation Industry, allied health industries and teaching.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

• Sport Nutrition

• Sport Officiating

• Coaching your team

• Strength of 
conditioning

• Lifesaving and 
swimming

• Event management 
camp

• Sport Medicine

• Ultimate Frisbee

Assessment

Is a combination of continuous practical assessment and written tasks including exams and assignments 

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative- On going practical assessment Formative-On going practical assessment

Formative- Assignment Formative- Assignment

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative-  On going practical assessment Summative- Ongoing practical assessment

Summative- Assignment Summative- Assignment



Tourism
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Subject Type Applied subject

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS / Excursions to be paid

Minimum Standards Nil

Pathways

A course of study in Tourism can establish a basis for further education and employment in businesses and industries 
such as tourist attractions, cruising, gaming, government and industry organisations, meeting and events coordination, 
caravan parks, marketing, museums and galleries, tour operations, wineries, cultural liaison, tourism and leisure 
industry development, and transport and travel.

Course Overview

Tourism is designed to give students a variety of intellectual, technical, operational and workplace skills. It enables 
students to gain an appreciation of the role of the tourism industry and the structure, scope and operation of the 
related tourism sectors of travel, hospitality and visitor services. In Tourism, students examine the socio-cultural, 
environmental and economic aspects of tourism, as well as tourism opportunities, problems and issues across global, 
national and local contexts. Tourism provides opportunities for Queensland students to develop understandings that 
are geographically and culturally significant to them by, for example, investigating tourism activities related to local 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. The core of Tourism focuses on ‘Tourism as an industry’, ‘The travel 
experience’ and ‘Sustainable tourism’. Tourism is designed for schools to develop flexible courses of study that respond 
to students’ interests and needs, while matching the resources available in the school and local community.

Course Outline

Unit 1 Unit 2

• Introduction to Tourism

• Tailoring the travel experience

• Theme Parks and Attractions

Unit 3 Unit 4

• Procedures and Protocols

• Employment and Employability

• World Tourism

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1

Formative – Exam 25% 25%

Formative – Project 25%

Unit 2

Formative – Investigation 25% 25%

Formative – Extended response to stimulus 25%

Year 12

Unit 3

Summative – Investigation 25% 25%

Summative – Extended response to stimulus 25%

Unit 4

Summative – Project 25% 25%

Summative – Exam 25%



Visual Arts in Practice
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Subject Type Applied subject- Visual Arts in Practice

Contributes May contribute toward ATAR score,  4 credits towards QCE

Fees Included in payment of SRS

Minimum Standards Nil

Considerations

Pathways

A course of study in Visual Arts in Practice can establish a basis for further education and employment in fields of 
design, styling, decorating, illustrating, drafting, visual merchandising, make-up artistry, advertising, game design, 
photography, animation or ceramics.

Course Overview

Visual Arts in Practice foregrounds the role visual arts plays in the community and how students may become involved 
in community arts activities.

• This subject focuses on students engaging in art-making processes and making virtual and or physical visual 
artworks for a purpose. This occurs in two to four of the following areas — 2D, 3D, digital and 4D, design, and craft. 
Students may create images, objects, environments or events to communicate aesthetic meaning. The aesthetic 
meaning will be conveyed in response to a particular purpose and for a particular audience. While this will always 
be personal, the student may also be asked to consider, use or appropriate aesthetic/art qualities from various 
sources, cultures, times and places. Students’ perspectives and visual literacies are shaped by these aesthetic/ art 
considerations when creating communications and artworks.

• In each area of study they undertake, students of Visual Arts in Practice develop and apply knowledge, 
understanding and skills from three core areas —    1: Visual mediums, technologies and techniques

                                                                                                          2: Visual literacies and contexts 

                                                                                                          3: Artwork realisation.

Course Outline

Unit 1 – Year 11 Unit 2 – Year 11 Unit 3 – Year 12 Unit 4 – Year 12

1: SAME, SAME 
2: ON DISPLAY

• Unit 1- Explores 
imagery in the 
everyday

• Unit 2- Explores the 
role art plays within 
society

3: WE ARE WHAT WE ARE
4: THE ELEPHANT IN THE 

ROOM
• Unit 3- Art in 

community places

• Unit 4 -  Development 
of students as 
“Artisans”

5: ALL ABOUT ME
6: THE STORY

• Unit 5: Students 
creating an artwork 
which reflects 
themselves

• Unit 6: Creating an 
Artists Book

7: A GIFT IS FOR GIVING
8: A GIFT

• Unit 7: Collaborative 
Project

• Unit 8: Saleable gift

Assessment

Year 11

Unit 1 Unit 2

Formative – Unit 1 - Project 25% Formative – Unit 3 - Project 25%

Formative – Unit 2 - Investigation 25% Formative – Unit 4 - Product 25%

Year 12

Unit 3 Unit 4

Summative – Unit 5 - Project 25% Summative – Unit 7 - Project 25%

Summative -  Unit 6 - Product 25% Summative – Unit 8 - Product 25%



Contributes to
Queensland Certificate of Education

Excellence, Respect, Integrity, Collegiality

VET
Subjects

Laptop specifications for Authority Registered Subjects

Windows 10 or 11/8GB RAM/256 GB HDD/Wi-Fi 802.11ac or 5Ghz 
compatible

Known incompatible devices are - Apple MacOS and iOS, Windows 
10S/11S, Chromebooks, Android and Linux
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VET at Noosa District State High School provides students with valuable work-related knowledge and skills and 
qualifications that lead to a portfolio of recognized and transferable skills. The VET certificates offered are within 
The Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF), Australia’s national policy for regulated qualifications in accredited 
vocational education and training. All VET certificate courses meet the needs of industry.

VET Certificate Courses
VET qualifications are delivered as stand-alone programs. Assessment is competency based therefore no 
achievement level is recorded. Students are awarded the full certificate if they are deemed competent. A statement 
of attainment is awarded to students who partially complete a certificate course.

VET qualifications contribute QCE credits. One Certificate III can contribute to an ATAR when combined with 4 
General Subjects. 

VET Certificate Courses available
Noosa District SHS is a Registered Training Organisation and the following courses will be offered in 2023.

• AHC30116 Certificate III in Agriculture

• CUA20215 Certificate II in Creative Industries / CUA30415 Certificate III Live Production and Services

• MSM20216 Certificate II in Manufacturing Technology

• SIT20322 for Hospitality

• SIR20216 Certificate II in Retail Services

• BSB20115 Certificate III in Business

Other VET Certificate Courses available
The following courses are delivered at NDSHS under an agreement with another Registered Training Organisation.
• CHC20415 Certificate II in Active Volunteering Volunteering QLD  Fee
• ICT30120  Certificate III in Information Technology  Skills Generation     VETis funded (not

           (incorporating MEM20413 Cert II Engineering Pathways)   compatible with Engineering

          Engineering Pathways)                 Skills)

• SIS20419 Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation IVET/TAFE   VETiS funded

Each RTO will have a schedule of fees for the delivery of these qualification. More courses may be available.

Structured Work placement
Structured workplace learning is recommended in most certificate courses, requiring time spent in on-the-job 
training and assessment.

Structured Work placement is a compulsory aspect of

• Certificate II in Hospitality

• Certificate II in Active Volunteering

Participation in work placement is strongly recommended for all other Certificate courses. 

Publication Date: 6 February 2023  Correct at time of publication 6 February 2023but subject to change.

Vocational Education and Training (VET)



AHC30116 Certificate III in Agriculture
RTO number 30417

53
Subject Type Nationally recognised VET qualification

Contributes 8 credits towards a QCE

Fees Nil

Minimum Standards There are no formal qualification entry requirements.
• Entry requirements for this program include the student’s agreement and ability to 

undertake the following:

• Demonstrate evidence of language, literacy and numeracy skills at ACSF level 3.

• Attend and participate in scheduled training and assessment.

• Be able to work in an industry environment and handle industry standard

• equipment.

• Comply with the School code of conduct requirements, directions on work, and

• health and safety matters.

Job Roles

Careers include: 
Farm or station hand, Farm or station worker, Livestock transport driver stepping stone to university entrance, machinery operator, 
farm supervisor.

Qualification Description

This qualification provides a general vocational outcome in agriculture. Students will learn a variety of skills including animal 
husbandry, crop production, plant propagation, fencing and tractor driving.

Packaging Rules

Total number of units = 16
2 Core units plus
14 Elective units 
Elective units must ensure the integrity of the qualification’s Australian Qualification Framework (AQF) alignment and contribute 
to a valid, industry-supported vocational outcome. 

Core and Elective Units

AHCWHS301 - Contribute to work health and safety processes Core Unit

AHCWRK309 - Apply environmentally sustainable work practices Core Unit

AHCLSK308 - Identify and Draft livestock Elective Unit

AHCLSK331 - Comply with industry animal welfare requirements Elective Unit

ACMGAS301 - Maintain and monitor animal health and wellbeing Elective Unit

AHCLSK316 - Prepare livestock for competition Elective Unit

AHCHYD301 - Implement a maintenance program for hydroponic systems Elective Unit

AHCPHT306 - Establish horticultural crops Elective Unit

AHCNSY207 - Undertake propagation activities Elective Unit

AHCPHT217 - Undertake field budding and grafting Elective Unit

AHCNSY206 - Care for nursery plants Elective Unit

AHCINF301 - Implement property improvement, construction and repair Elective Unit

AHCCHM307 - Prepare and apply chemicals to control pest, weeds and disease Elective Unit

AHCMOM304 - Operate machinery and equipment Elective Unit

AHCMOM202 - Operate tractors Elective Unit

AHCINF202 - Install, maintain and repair farm fencing Elective Unit



Delivery and Assessment

This certificate is delivered over two years. 
 Assessment includes questioning, folios, observation

Certification

If a student is assessed as meeting the requirements of the qualification, and a verified USI has been given to the school, then:
• an AQF certificate and record of results will be issued if the qualification in which the student is enrolled is complete 

• a statement of attainment will be issued if the qualification in which the student is enrolled is partially complete

Publication Date:    6 February 2023            Correct at time of publication 6 February 2023but subject to change



BSB30120 Certificate III in Business 
RTO code: 30417 55

Subject Type Nationally recognised VET qualification

Contributes 8 credits towards QCE

Fees Nil

Minimum Standards • There are no formal qualification entry requirements.

• Entry requirements for this program include the student’s agreement and ability to

       undertake the following:

• Demonstrate evidence of language, literacy and numeracy skills at ACSF level 3.
• Attend and participate in scheduled training and assessment.
• Be able to work in an industry environment and handle industry standard 

equipment.
• Comply with the School code of conduct requirements, directions on work, and 

health and safety matters.
• Must have a functional laptop

Qualification Description

This qualification reflects the role of individuals in a variety of Business Services job roles. 
Individuals in these roles carry out a range of routine procedural, clerical, administrative or operational tasks that 
require technology and business skills. They apply a broad range of competencies using some discretion, judgment and 
relevant theoretical knowledge. They may provide technical advice and support to a team. 

Packaging Rules

Total number of units = 13
6 core units plus
7 elective units of which:
• 2 elective units must be selected from Group A
• 1  elective units must be selected from Group B
• for the remaining 4 elective units:
• up to 4 units may be selected from Groups A- G
• if not listed, up to 3 units may be selected from a Certificate 11, Certificate Ill or Certificate IV from this or any other 

currently endorsed Training Package qualification or accredited course.
Elective units must be relevant to the work environment and the qualification, maintain the integrity of the AQF 
alignment and contribute to a valid, industry-supported vocational outcome.

Core and Elective Units

BSBCRT311 - Apply critical thinking skills in a team environment Core Unit

BSBPEF201 - Support personal wellbeing in the workplace Core Unit

BSBSUS211 - Participate in sustainable work practices Core Unit

BSBTWK301 - Use inclusive work practices Core Unit

BSBWHS311 - Assist with maintaining workplace safety Core Unit

BSBXCM301 - Engage in workplace communication Core Unit

BSBOPS304 - Deliver and monitor a service to customers Elective Unit

BSBOPS305 - Process customer complaints Elective Unit

BSBPEF301 - Organise personal work priorities Elective Unit

BSBTEC201 - Use business software applications Elective Unit

BSBTEC301 - Design and produce business documents Elective Unit

BSBTEC303 - Create electronic presentations Elective Unit

BSBWRT311 - Write simple documents Elective Unit



Delivery and Assessment

• This certificate is delivered over two years.
• Assessment includes questioning, folios, observation

Certification

If a student is assessed as meeting the requirements of the qualification, and a verified USI has been given to the school, then:
• an AQF certificate and record of results will be issued if the qualification in which the student is enrolled is complete

• a statement of attainment will be issued if the qualification in which the student is enrolled is partially complete

Publication Date: 6 February 2023                      Correct at time of publication 6 February 2023but subject to change



CUA20220 Certificate II in Creative Industries
By 2023 the Cert III qualification will be superseded.  NDSHS will endeavour to have the current qualifications on scope for delivery

57
Subject Type Nationally recognised VET qualification

Contributes Certificate II - 4 credits towards a QCE

Fees Prepared to participate in events outside of the school

Minimum Standards • There are no formal qualification entry requirements.

• Entry requirements for this program include the student’s agreement and ability to 
undertake the following:

• Demonstrate evidence of language, literacy and numeracy skills at the requisite 
ACSF level.

• Attend and participate in scheduled training and assessment.

• Be able to work in an industry environment and handle industry standard 
equipment.

• Comply with the School code of conduct requirements, directions on work, and 
health and safety matters.

• Prepared to participate in events outside of the school

Job Roles

Camera / lighting assistant, editing assistant, arts administration, event management and live production roles in-
cluding lighting technician, audio technician, stage management or video/audio studio engineer.

Qualification Description

This qualification reflects the role of individuals with the skills and knowledge to perform in a range of varied activities in the creative 
industries where there is a defined range of contexts. It applies to work in different work environments that include entertainment 
customer service, staging, television and radio production, broadcasting production, lighting and sound, theatre, scenery and set 
construction, screen and media, and film production. Individuals complete tasks with limited complexity and with required actions 
clearly defined.
The job roles that relate to this qualification may include Venue Attendant, Usher, Production Assistant (Film and Television), Junior 
Production Crew, Trainee Production Crew, Radio Production Assistant, Program Seller, Merchandise Seller, Stagehand, Runner, 
Dresser, Crewing Employee, Sound Assistant, Bump in/Bump out Loader, Wardrobe Assistant.

Packaging Rules

Total number of units = 10
• 3 core units  plus

• 7 elective units , of which:

• 4 must be from the electives listed below

• 3 may be from the remaining listed electives or any currently endorsed training package qualification or accredited course.

Elective units must be relevant to the work environment and the qualification, maintain the overall integrity of the AQF 
alignment, not duplicate the outcome of another unit chosen for the qualification, and contribute to a valid industry-supported 
vocational outcome.

Core and Elective Units - CUA20220 Certificate II in Creative Industries

BSBTWK201 Work effectively with others Core Unit

CUAIND211 Develop and apply creative arts industry knowledge Core Unit

CUAWHS312 Apply work health and safety practices Core Unit

CUAAIR211 Develop techniques for presenting information on air Elective Unit

CUACAM211 Assist with basic camera shoots Elective Unit

CUALGT211 Develop basic lighting skills Elective Unit

CUAPOS211 Perform basic vision and sound editing Elective Unit

CUASOU211 Develop basic audio skills and knowledge Elective Unit

CUASOU212 Perform basic sound editing Elective Unit

CUASOU213 Assist with sound recordings Elective Unit

CUASTA211 Develop basic staging skills Elective Unit

CUASTA212 Assist with bump in and bump out of shows Elective Unit

CUAVSS211 Develop basic vision system skills Elective Unit

RTO number 30417



Delivery and Assessment

Students are advised that Events and Studio use take place outside school hours.  Schedules and dates will be provided as they are 
planned alongside the schools cultural and formal event calendar.
The mode of delivery includes any combination of the following:
• face to face in a workplace/stage and studio environment for required skills and knowledge evidence

• live production experience during school and community events and with local event production teams is encouraged

• online for some components of training for knowledge evidence and submission of completed work via NDSHS Virtual Library 

• in a classroom (‘off the job’) for some components of training for knowledge evidence

Certification

If a student is assessed as meeting the requirements of the qualification, and a verified USI has been given to the school, then:
• an AQF certificate and record of results will be issued if the qualification in which the student is enrolled is complete 

• a statement of attainment will be issued if the qualification in which the student is enrolled is partially complete

Publication Date:    6 February 2023            Correct at time of publication 6 February 2023but subject to change

















SIT20322 Certificate II in Hospitality
RTO Number 30417
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Subject Type Nationally recognised VET qualification

Contributes 4 credits towards a QCE

Fees Nil

Minimum Standards There are no formal qualification entry requirements.
• Entry requirements for this program include the student’s agreement and ability to 

undertake the following:
• Demonstrate evidence of language, literacy and numeracy skills at ACSF level 3.
• Attend and participate in scheduled training and assessment.
• Be able to work in an industry environment and handle industry standard
• equipment.
• Comply with the School code of conduct requirements, directions on work, and 

health and safety matters.
• Able to complete structured work placement

Job Roles

This qualification provides a pathway to work in various hospitality settings, such as restaurants, hotels, motels, catering operations, 
clubs, pubs, cafés, and coffee shops.
Possible job titles include: bar attendant, café attendant, catering assistant, food and beverage attendant, front office assistant, porter, 
room attendant.
It also provides a pathway to diploma level studies and university degrees in the areas of hospitality and event management.

Qualification Description

This qualification reflects the role of individuals who have a defined and limited range of hospitality operational skills and basic 
industry knowledge. They are involved in mainly routine and repetitive tasks and work under direct supervision.
This qualification provides a pathway to work in various hospitality settings, such as restaurants, hotels, motels, catering operations, 
clubs, pubs, cafés, and coffee shops.
The skills in this qualification must be applied in accordance with Commonwealth and State/Territory legislation, Australian standards 
and industry codes of practice.
No occupational licensing, certification or specific legislative requirements apply to this qualification at the time of publication.

Packaging Rules

12 units must be completed:
• 6 core units
• 6 elective units, consisting of:

• 1 unit from Group A
• 3 units from Group B
• 2 units from Group B, elsewhere in the SIT Training Package, or any other current Training Package or accredited course.

Core and Elective Units



SITXWHS005 Participate in safe work practices Core Unit

SITHIND007 Use hospitality skills effectively Core Unit

SITXCOM007 Show social and cultural sensitivity Core Unit

SITXCCS011 Interact with customers Core Unit

SITHIND006 Source and use information on the hospitality industry Core Unit

BSBTWK201 Work effectively with others Core Unit

SITXFSA005 Use hygienic practices for food safety Elective Unit

SITHFAB025 Prepare and serve espresso coffee Elective Unit

SITHFAB024 Prepare and serve non-alcoholic beverages Elective Unit

SITHFAB021 Provide responsible service of alcohol Elective Unit

SITHGAM022 Provide responsible gambling services Elective Unit

SITHFAB027 Serve food and beverage Elective Unit

Delivery and Assessment

This certificate is delivered over two years. 
 Assessment includes questioning, folios, observation, 12 service periods in the hospitality industry.
The following competencies will be delivered by another RTO and a fee will be charged for each competency - SITHFAB021 Provide 
responsible service of alcohol, SITHGAM022 Provide responsible gambling services

Certification

If a student is assessed as meeting the requirements of the qualification, and a verified USI has been given to the school, then:
• an AQF certificate and record of results will be issued if the qualification in which the student is enrolled is complete

• a statement of attainment will be issued if the qualification in which the student is enrolled is partially complete

Publication Date:    6 February 2023            Correct at time of publication 6 February 2023but subject to change



MSM20216
Certificate II in Manufacturing Technology  
RTO number 30417
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Subject Type Nationally recognised VET qualification

Contributes 4 credits towards a QCE

Fees Year 12 students supply own materials

Minimum Standards • There are no formal qualification entry requirements.

• Entry requirements for this program include the student’s agreement and ability to 
undertake the following:

• Demonstrate evidence of language, literacy and numeracy skills at ACSF level 3.

• Attend and participate in scheduled training and assessment.

• Be able to work in an industry environment and handle industry standard 
equipment.

• Comply with the School code of conduct requirements, directions on work, and 
health and safety matters.

• Prepared to participate safely in practical work.

Job Roles

Manufacturing Industries (Timber, Metal, Plastic and Composite)

Qualification Description

The MSM20216 Certificate II in Manufacturing Technology applies to a learning and assessment environment where access to normal 
production operations is not available ie. School delivery environment or other simulated or trial manufacturing environment where a 
high degree of supervision exists. The units are suitable for delivery in a school environment and for schools to contextualise the units 
to local manufacturing industry activities.

Packaging Rules

Ten  (10) units of competency must be completed:
• five  (5 ) core units of competency

• five  (5 ) elective units of competency:

a  minimum of one (1)  unit must be selected from each of Group A and B; the remaining three (3)  electives may be chosen from 
Groups A, B and C, with a maximum of two (2)  from Group C

Core and Elective Units

Core/Elective Units

MSMENV272 Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices Core Unit

MSS402080 Undertake root cause analysis Core Unit

MSMHS200 Work safely Core Unit

MSS402001Apply competitive systems and practices Core Unit

MSS402051 Apply quality standards Core Unit

MSMPCII296 Make a small furniture item from timber Group B

MSMPCII298 Make an object from metal Group B

MSMPII299 Make an object from plastic Group B

MSS402050 Monitor process capability Group A

MEM18001C Use hand tools Listed Elective

MSFFM2001 Use furniture finishing sector hand and power tools Listed Elective



Delivery and Assessment

This is a hands-on practical course where students can develop skills in three key Manufacturing areas. The course is structured around 
the completion of a series of projects which are produced within our extensive fully equipped workshops using industrial quality tools 
and equipment.  Certificate II in Manufacturing Technology is a course developed to give students essential skills that relate directly 
to work and industry processes. The course draws upon the fundamental principles of occupational health and safety, work planning, 
timber industries, metal industries, plastic/composite industries and drawing interpretation. This course consists mainly of practical 
skill development with written tasks related to practical experiences. There are some computer related tasks. There
are many design elements to this course so students can impart some of their own individuality to the projects they make.
Assessment is carried out on completion of a project and is limited to a record of competency in the
areas associated with that project.
Year 12 - MAJOR PROJECT  ( Chair) Students must source own materials to complete this project.

Certification

If a student is assessed as meeting the requirements of the qualification, and a verified USI has been given to the school, then:
• an AQF certificate and record of results will be issued if the qualification in which the student is enrolled is complete 

• a statement of attainment will be issued if the qualification in which the student is enrolled is partially complete

Publication Date:    6 February 2023            Correct at time of publication 6 February 2023but subject to change





Contributes to
Queensland Certificate of Education

Excellence, Respect, Integrity, Collegiality

Support Services
Subjects

Laptop specifications for Authority Registered Subjects

Windows 10 or 11/8GB RAM/256 GB HDD/Wi-Fi 802.11ac or 5Ghz 
compatible

Known incompatible devices are - Apple MacOS and iOS, Windows 
10S/11S, Chromebooks, Android and Linux
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Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement is issued by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority

This a specific pathway for students not participating in an ATAR, QCE or VET Exit Pathway at the end of Year 12.

Access to this course is by invitation from the Head of Special Education Services. Students generally start in Year 11 and 
continue to Year 12.

Course Outline: (Individualised for each student)

• Communication & Technology

• Community, Citizenship & The Environment

• Leisure & Recreation

• Personal Living Dimensions

• Vocational & Transition Activities

• Asdan

The course also offers access to Certificate I courses e.g. Access to Vocational Pathways, Information Technology and 
Manufacturing.

A maximum of three QCE Core Courses can also be included.

Students are assessed and recorded on their own individual achievements in each target area. Work experience 
opportunities assists in developing a CV and pathway to relevant post school options.

Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement



SIR20216 Certificate II in Retail Services 
RTO number 30417 73

Subject Type Nationally recognised VET qualification

Contributes 4 credits towards a QCE

Fees Nil

Minimum Standards There are no formal qualification entry requirements.
General entry requirements for this program include the student’s agreement and ability 
to undertake the following:
demonstrate evidence of language, literacy and numeracy skills at the requisite ACSF 
level.
Attend and participate in scheduled training and assessment.
Participate in workplace tasks to employer expectations.
Be able to work in an industry environment and handle industry standard equipment
comply with the RTO code of conduct requirements, directions on work, and health and 
safety matters.

Job Roles

Qualification Description

This qualification reflects the role of frontline retail team members who use a defined and limited range of operational skills to 
undertake workplace activities. It provides a pathway to work in a diverse range of retail settings including specialty retailers, 
supermarkets, department stores and quick service restaurants. 

Packaging Rules

Total number of units = 12
7 core units plus
5 elective units 
The electives are guided by the job outcome sought, local industry requirements and the complexity if skills appropriate to the AQF 
level of this qualification.

Core and Elective Units

Core/Elective Units

SIRXCEG001 Engage the customer Core Unit

SIRXCOM001 Communicate in the workplace to support team and customer 
outcomes

Core Unit

SIRXIND001 Work effectively in a service environment Core Unit

SIRXIND003 Organise personal work requirements Core Unit

SIRXPDK001 Advise on products and services Core Unit

SIRXRSK001 Identify and respond to security risks Group B

SIRXWHS002 Contribute to workplace health and safety Group B

SIRRINV001 Receive and handle retail stock Listed Elective

SIRXIND002 Organise and maintain store environment Listed Elective

SIRXSLS002 Follow point-of-sale procedures Listed Elective

SIRXCEG003 Build customer relationships and loyalty Listed Elective

SIRXCOM002 Work effectively in a team Listed Elective



Delivery and Assessment

Students will be assessed using a range of assessment methods, which may include but are not limited to:
• Observation checklist

• Question - written, online, direct verbal, checklist

• Review of Work - folios, workbooks

• Third party report

• Simulated workplace activities

Certification

If a student is assessed as meeting the requirements of the qualification, and a verified USI has been given to the school the:
• An AQF certificate and record of results will be issued if the qualification in which the student is enrolled is complete

• A statement of attainment will be issued if the qualification in which the student is enrolled is partially complete

Publication Date:    6 February 2023            Correct at time of publication 6 February 2023but subject to change


